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HOUSING POLICY AND 
THE BUILDER 


UILDERS may be interested in a number of problems 

that are of concern to local authorities in relation to 

housing in view of a number of recent Ministerial pro- 
nouncements and pending enactments on this subject. 


The Government has requested local authorities to 
assist members of the public by giving guidance to them, 
when they have in mind the purchase of a house, as to 
whether the house is likely to be affected by slum clearance. 
Under the Housing and Rent Repairs Act each authority 
had a duty by late 1955 to prepare a slum clearance pro- 
sramme for the next five years. To that extent it should 
be relatively easy to state categorically whether a house 
is likely to be affected within this period. But after the 
five years it is not so easy. If the local authority do not 
give any indication of their future plans the house may be 
bought to the prejudice of the purchaser: if they do, the 
faintest hint may put a “ hoodoo ” over the house and mean 
that it will be taken out of the market as unsaleable at its 
proper price. 

The local authority can in other ways control the future 
condition of housing areas. When improvements are carried 
out in private houses the authority may have to decide 
whether to make an improvement grant, and in so doing 
it has to pay regard to whether the property has a life of 
15 years. Local authorities also lend money under the 
Small Dwellings Acts and the Housing Act, 1949, and in 
this way in their acceptance or refusal of a property as a 
mortgage proposition they can show what they really think 
about the future of the property. In carrying out these 
important duties it is necessary to formulate some sort of 
policy not only in relation to individual houses but to 
whole areas; in effect to decide which areas are likely to 
be rebuilt in the near future. 


The effect of the Housing Subsidies Bill would appear to 
be to make local authorities concentrate on slum clearance 
rehousing rather than on other houses, for they obtain the 
grant of £22 1s Od. per annum in respect of such building 
Whereas the ordinary council house building only brings 
with it a subsidy of £10 per house per annum, and that 
only for a limited period, pending the abolition of this 
reduced subsidy. The tendency may be not to increase the 
rate of council house building even in relation to slum 
clearance. In order to get the grant the local authority 
have to rehouse pursuant to the making of a demolition 
order or declaration of a clearance area so that they are 
unlikely to accept offers from owners or agents who are 


prepared to sell to local authorities in advance of the 
formal making of a clearance area. 

The recent pronouncement of the Minister of Housing 
and Local Government to the effect that owner-occupiers 
who purchased houses after the war will receive more than 
site value payments and that the owners of mixed premises 
containing house and shop or business will be compensated 
for loss of business will increase the financial commit- 
ments attached to slum clearance. The Bill is awaited 
and will show how far old transactions will have to be 
resurrected for compensation purposes and how far future 
purchases will be affected. 

In relation to houses that are not quite so bad, other 
problems arise. Many local authorities are not prepared 
to accept wholeheartedly the principle of buying and patch- 
ing up old houses, but the procedure under S.9 of the 
Housing Act, 1936, to force repairs of property privately 
owned is not at present easy. The rent is usually controlled 
under the Rent Restrictions Acts at a low pre-war value, 
but the cost of repairs is increased two or three or even 
more times and therefore it may be unreasonable, having 
regard to the expense in relation to the rent. to call on 
the owner to carry out the work and in such cases the 
Housing Act procedure is inapplicable. 

The present tendency of modern housing legislation is 
that persons living in local authority houses who can 
manage without subsidising should do so. This tendency 
will lead to the wealthier Corporation tenants seeking their 
own houses. In some cases Corporations may themselves 
build such houses for sale, but a great deal will depend on 
private enterprise, which, according to a comment made 
last week by the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of 
Housing and Local Government, is to be encouraged to 
build an increasing number of houses to rent. 


PUBLICATION OF 
* THE BUILDER” 


Owing to a dispute in the printing 
trade the size of * The Builder” is 
temporarily reduced. Beginning 


with the current issue, a number of 


normal features have had to be 
omitted. We ask for the indulgence 
| of our readers in a situation over 
which this newspaper, while directly 
affected, has no control. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 
OF THE WEEK 


The Modular Society 


A FTER W. Tatton Brown’s excellent 
*“™ paper, straight from the horse’s 
mouth in a Hertfordshire field where the 
first rows were hoed (if such metaphori- 
cal “ mixed farming” is permissible), 
read to the Modular Society at the 
Building Centre on January 19, I was 
tempted by the offer of a lift home to 
miss most of the following discussion, 
writes Basil Marriott. I do hope, how- 
ever, that the fourth and fifth of the six 
things he summarised as “ What an archi- 
tect wants from the Modular Society ”— 
a grammar of jointing conventions, and 
a Trade of Assembly-jointers—got their 
due emphasis and exploration. I am con- 
vinced that here largely is the crux of 
the matter from the design point of view. 


Possibly because my private vision of 
hell is a smouldering slag-heap enclosed 
by post-and-panel concrete walls (and it 
will, I’m sure, be a foggy February when 
I arrive!) I have a holy horror of bitti- 
ness sloppily slid together in grooves. 
Though contemporary construction is be- 
ing pushed in that direction by economic 
circumstances, I have a certain sympathy 
with traditionalists who do not find it 
vers une architecture. It is, after all, these 
details of jointing and assembly that 
largely make architecture “as she is 
seen.” Think back to your proto-choice— 
linenfold wainscoting, Gothic mouldings 
or Georgian panelling, of whose sensitive 
and workmanlike combination of design 
and craftsmanship we seem to have lost 
sight. Their tatty, vestigiary synthesis is 
now the badly plastered-over joints be- 
tween concrete lintol and brickwork and 
the shrinking, unpainted edges of door 
panels. Apart from their ugliness, this is 
where the rot sets i between materials 
of disparate behaviour under identical 
conditions—and yet it is by them that the 
elevation of that old thing, the Contem- 
porary Scene is “read” by the layman. 


As I wrote once before in relation to 
modular co-ordination, one of its con- 
siderable but incidental advantages proves 
to be that inevitable joints and changes 
of direction are rhythmically placed 
where one unconsciously comes to expect 
them. Surely we can ensure that the 
eye lights on them with visual pleasure as 
well as confidence in their ability to keep 
the weather out? I mention this because 
the practical advantages are, I think, no 
longer a matter for debate. It is the 
aesthetic ones which may get lost in the 
rush, and the analogies from music and 
painting which Tatton Brown introduced 
seemed to me among the most construc- 
tive points of a sensible and authoritative 
analysis. 


Welsh Broadcasting Headquarters 


THE BBC have announced that Sir 
Percy Thomas and Son, F/ARIBA, have 
been appointed architects for the new 
Welsh Broadcasting Headquarters to be 
built at Baynton House, Llandaff, near 
Cardiff. The new headquarters will be a 
studio centre providing for both the 
sound and television activities of the 
BBC’s Welsh services. It will be designed 
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and built in two stages, the first covering 
all the sound broadcasting requirements 
and the second the television require- 
ments. Work on the site is expected to 
start early in 1958. 


Recent British Architecture 


THE ARTS COUNCIL are arranging an 
exhibition at their headquarters in St. 
James’s-square on British architecture 
since the war. The exhibition, which will 
open on February 3, will be mainly 
photographic. Its purpose will be to re- 
cord the most significant British achieve- 
ments in architecture in the 10 years 
between 1945 and 1955 and to indicate 
the trends that are regarded as of lasting 
importance. These will be further ana- 
lysed in the catalogue, which is being 
edited by Mr. John Summerson, CBE, 
ARIBA. The layout of the exhibition is 
in the hands of Mr. Trevor Dannatt, 
ARIBA. 


Differing View-points 

AN INTERESTING DISCUSSION should 
result from the talk entitled ‘* The Con- 
tractor views the réle of the Quantity 
Surveyor,” which is to be given by Mr. 
E. J. Cook, AMICE (of Richard Costain, 
Ltd.), to a meeting of the Junior Organi- 
sation of the Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors at Victoria Coach Station 
Restaurant, SW1, on February 16. The 
meeting, which will commence at 7.40 


COMING EVENTS 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 27 


CounTy TECHNICAL COLLEGE AND SCHOOL OF 
ArT, GUILDFoRD.—Annual prize-giving and 
exhibition of work by building students. 
Guildford House, High-street, Guildford. 7.30 
p.m. Exhibition open until February 3. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 30. 


INSTITUTE OF MUNICIPAL BUILDING MANAGE- 
MENT (LONDON REGION).—‘* Standard Method 
of Measurement,” by Mr. A. E. Ullmer. Build- 
ing Centre, Store-street, WCl. 6.30 p.m. 


SoLip) SMOKELESS FUELS FEDERATION.— 
Official opening of a Clean Air and Fuel 
Efficiency exhibition by Mr. Duncan Sandys, 
Minister of Housing. Charing Cross Under- 
ground Station. Open until February 18. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 31. 


JOINT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OF ARCHI- 
TECTS, QUANTITY SURVEYORS AND BUILDERS.— 
Building Training Conference. RIBA, 66 
Portland-place, WI. 10.30 a.m. 


Roya Society oF Arts.—‘ Recent Develop- 
ments in the Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa- 
land,’ by Sir Gilbert Rennie, GBE, KCMG, 
MC, High Commissioner for the Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland. 6, John Adam-street. 
Adelphi, WC2, 5.15 p.m. 

INSTITUTION OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS.— 
** The Pimlico District Heating Undertaking— 
Costs and Financial Results,’ by Messrs. B. 
Donkin, C. M. Johnston and E. Ockenden. In- 
stitution of Civil Engineers, Great George-street, 
SW1!. 5.30 p.m. 


THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2. 
East HAM TECHNICAL COLLEGE.—Presentation 
of certificates and prizes by Mr. R. G. Bellamy, 








OBE, MIME. Town Hall, East Ham, E6. 
7.30 p.m. 
TOWN PLANNING INSTITUTE.—‘‘ Why is Civic 


Design Neglected?” by Professor A. E. Richard- 
son, PRA, FSA, FRIBA. Livingstone Hall, 
Broadway, Westminster, SWI. 6 p.m. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3. 


ROYAL INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED SURVEYORS 
(JUNIOR ORGANISATION).—Annual dance. Bush 
House Restaurant, Aldwych, WC2. 7.30 p.m. 
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p.m., is to be preceded by an informa 
meal at 6.30 p.m., admission being b 
ticket only. Applications, stating whether 
dining or non-dining tickets are requireq 
and enclosing Ss. 6d. per head for dining 
tickets, to Mr. R. C. Greaves, ARICS, 14 
Charterhouse-square, EC1. 


One Small Point 


SPEAKING, at the annual dinner of the 
Birmingham branch of the Incorporated 
Association of Architects and Sy. 
veyors, of the recent opening of four 
houses built under the Birmingham Cor. 
poration’s direct labour scheme, Ald. 
Gibson, the Lord Mayor of Birmingham, 
observed: “It was a very nice dwelling 
inside, but I can find no reason why the 
architect designed it so that the coalman 
had got to open the back door from the 
outside and shut it before he can open 
the coal house door.” 


Birmingham Vacancy 


APPLICATIONS are invited by Birming. 
ham Corporation (by February 11) for the 
appointment of assistant principal archi- 
tect in the Housing Design Section of the 
City Architect’s Department, which is re- 
sponsible for a large housing programme 
for suburban and central redevelopment 
areas, including multi-storey flats of both 
traditional and new-traditional construc- 
tion, garages and large shopping centres. 
The appointment will be within Grade 
A.P.T. VII (Salary £975 to £1,200 a 
year). 


New Appointments 


Mr. D. Murray, ARIBA, AMTPI, 
Principal Assistant Architect, Oxford, has 
been promoted Deputy City Architect and 
Planning Officer. 


Mr. H. BowpiLer, MICE, MIMunE, 
MIStructE, Deputy County Surveyor for 
Norfolk since 1950, has been appointed 
Deputy County Surveyor for Kent, in 
succession to Mr. M. C. LENEY, recently 
appointed County Surveyor for East 
Sussex. 


Mr. JoHN A. McCRossie, ARIBA, on 
the staff of the Architectural Department, 
Devon County Council, has been 
appointed County Architect and Plan- 
ning Officer, Radnorshire. 


Professional Announcement 

MEssrs. SAUNDERS AND Perry, FF.RICS, 
chartered quantity surveyors, have removed 
their City offices from 22, Martin-lane, EC4, to 
9, Drapers’-gardens, |§Throgmorton-avenue, 
EC2 (tel.: National 9700). The address and 
telephone number of their Croydon offices (viz., 
100, George-street ; Croydon 2478) remains un- 
changed. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1856 
Saturday, January 26, 1856 


THE ISTHMUS OF SUEZ MaAriTIME 
CANAL.—The object of this extraordinary 
engineering work, now again occupying 
public attention, is to effect a direct com- 
munication between the Red Sea and the 
Mediterranean, by the shortest route 


across the narrow Isthmus of Suez... . 
It will be far the most direct route to 
British India—not only the shortest, but 
the safest, notwithstanding doubts ex- 
pressed to the contrary by interested 
parties. 
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NEWS SUMMARY 


By REASON of the curtailed issue, a 
number of news reports have unavoidably 
been held out. Following is a summary of 
principal items: 


House Building Policy: “ The whole 
policy of the Government now is set 
towards building houses to let,” Dame 
Evelyn Sharp, Permanent Secretary of 
the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government, told the Southern Counties 
Federation on Friday last. ““ Unless house 
builders come back to building houses 
to rent, you will never come back,” she 
added. 

Materials Prices: Variations in prices 
current of materials are as follows: 
Copper tubes, plus 1$d. per lb. ; brass 
tubes, plus 1d. per Ib.; sheet lead and 
lead pipe, minus 15s. per ton; genuine 
white lead, minus 2s. per cwt.; white 
lead paint, minus 2s. per gal. ; red lead, 
minus 2s. 9d. per cwt. These adjustments 
should be made to the full list of Prices 
of Materials printed in last week’s issue. 


Coventry Cathedral: The Coventry 
Cathedral Reconstruction Committee has 
authorised Mr. Basil Spence, the architect, 
to place the first contract for installing 
the Hollington stonework up to the nave 
floor level with Messrs. John Laing and 
Son, Ltd., who are now completing the 
concrete foundations. 


Production and Employment : 
“Builders must be aware of the dangers 
of pricing themselves out of the market, 
but I wonder if operatives are aware of 
an even more imminent danger of their 
pricing themselves out of employment 
unless increases in wages are more than 
matched by increased output,’ Mr. A. 
Hopley, retiring president of the Liver- 
pool Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, said on January 18. 


Brazilian Architects: Speaking on his 
tour of Latin-America, sponsored by the 
Marley Tile Company, Mr. Gordon 
Graham, ARIBA, said: “ Many of the 
Brazilian designers I met were quite un- 
able to equate the personal and creative 
nature of the architectural task with the 
really vast private office organisations 
which are so commonplace in_ this 
country. I doubt if the largest private 
office I came across in Brazil numbered 
more than about 20 people, and a third 
of that number were draughtsmen pure 
and simple. Likewise there was some 
suspicion of so-called group practices.” 


Swedish Timber Exports: Swedish 
exports of sawn and planed timber in 
1955 are likely to have totalled about 
some Imn. standards, the highest figure 
since the 1920s, the head of the Swedish 
Timber Export Association has stated. 


Obituary: The death is announced of 
Mr. J. Campbell, DCM, MM, ARIBA, in 
Edinburgh. He had been engaged in tech- 
nical education for the greater part of his 
life, and had been a member of council 
of the Yorkshire Educational Association 
to the Building Industry. Since going to 
Scotland, he had served as secretary to 
the Scottish Association for Building 
Education. He had also been lecturer at 
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the Heriot-Watt College. He was 69. The 
death is also announced of Mr. A. Stanley 
Courtney, FIOB, a director of Messrs. 
Courtney and Fairbairn, Ltd., the Cam- 
berwel!l building contractors. 


Architects and Modularity: An archi- 
tect wanted six things from the Modular 
Society, Mr. W. Tatton Brown, MA. 
ARIBA, told the Society on January 19. 
(1) The opening-up of the closed system 
by (2) the acceptance of a simple set of 
planning grids or number patterns which 
make it possible to make use of (3) the 
maximum variety and the maximum size 
of components that industry can produce 
consistent with ease of handling, and (4) 
a grammar of jointing conventions to 
supplement the standard text books on 
building construction, and (5) a trade of 
assembler-jointers who can fix any modu- 
far component to any other, and keep the 
rain out, and (6) a contract system which 
will give fair shares of the immense ad- 
vantages to be reaped by the manufac- 
turer, the contractor and, not least, the 
client. 


Plasterboard Standstill: British Plaster 
Board (Holdings) Ltd. have announced 
that there will be no increase before 
June 30 next in the price of the gypsum 
rock and plasters sold by their sub- 
sidiaries. 


New Hospital, Kowloon: Plans for a 
new hospital with 1,275 beds and quarters 
for staff have been prepared by Easton 
and Robertson, 51, Bedford-square, WC1, 
and approved by the Hong Kong 
Government. It will be a 13-storey build- 
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ing. Working drawings are being pre- 
pared by the Architectural Office of 
PWD, Hong Kong, and construction of 
the nurses’ quarters will commence in 
15 months’ time. All construction will be 
let on contract to local firms. It is hoped 
to complete all building by 1960. 


Labour Relations: The National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers 
announces in the annual report presented 
to the annual meeting on Wednesday 
last that it has invited Mr. D. N. Chester, 
CBE, Warden of Nuffield College, 
Oxford, to conduct a thorough examina- 
tion of the wage-structure of the building 
industry. The Council fee!s that the 
development of modern technique and 
practice may be such as to warrant re- 
examination of some of the basic prin- 
ciples embodied in the present Joint 
Agreement and Working Rules adminis- 
tered by the National Joint Council. 


At the annual meeting, Mr. Nigel 
Hannen (London) and Mr. L. A. Walden 
(Henley-on-Thames) were elected Presi- 
dent and Vice-President respectively for 
the ensuing year. 


Brick Prices Stabilised 


The South Eastern Brick and Tile Federa- 
tion, which represents over 100 brick manu- 
facturers in an area extending from Norfolk 
to the Isle of Wight, unanimously resolved 
yesterday to recommend to members that 
there should be no increase in their brick 
selling prices before June 30 next. 








ST. CLEMENT DANES IN THE STRAND. This drawing shows the interior of the 
church as it will be when it has been restored as the Church of the Royal Air Force. 
The scheme, prepared by Mr. W. A. S. Lloyd, MBE, MA, FRIBA, will follow Wren’s 
original design as accurately as possible, except that the roof trusses will be of steel 


instead of timber. 


has still to be found, all by voluntary contributions. 


The restoration work will cost about £250,000, of which £125,000 


Denations should be sent to the 


Hon. Treasurer, St. Clement Danes (RAF) Appeal Fund, Lloyds Bank, Ltd., 222, Strand, 


WC2. 





The builders are Dove Brothers, of Islington. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 
Tendering Procedure 
To the Editor of The Buiider 
SJ IR.—Recent consideration of tender- 


During this period the following would 
be prepared : 
(1) Fully detailed drawings. 
(2) A full bill of quantities priced on 
the basis of the abbreviated bill, giving 
the final tender figure. 


ing procedure seems to_ indicate (3) Sub-contracts. 
agreement on the desirability of three (4) Progress schedule. 
conditions : — : (5) Orders for all materials. 


(6) Final contract. 

When the work actually commenced it 
should proceed without the various delays 
that trouble contracts generally. 

The following would appear to be the 
advantages for such a procedure apart 
from the combination of competition 
with the contractor’s assistance in pre- 


(a) Competition to ensure economy. 

(b) Prevlanning to ensure that the work 
can be carried out efficiently. 

(c) The contractor being brought into 
the picture as soon as possible to secure 
his experience of technical methods and 
market trends. 

By present normal tendering methods q 
it does not seem possible to achieve (a) planning: 
and (c) simultaneously. (i) A fairly accurate estimate of the 
It seems to’ me that all three con- work is obtained at the end of stage one, 
ditions could be best brought about by — Hem the employer could, if necessary: 
tetaw in ine a scion “s” . Mggte drop the scheme when the professional 
— ering ‘WO stages. In the first charges and time involved by the con- 
Stage the architect would prepare { in. tractor would be less than if a full pre- 
scale preliminary working drawings from planned scheme had been put out to 
which an abbreviated bill of quantities tender. 
covering the main items with provisions (ii) In any case unsuccessful contractors 
for the sundry labours, etc., and sub- 


tendering would be saved work by pricing 
contracts would be prepared. This would an abbreviated bill compared with a full 


form the basis for competitive tendering. a Prag —— Bel yoo ge i 
At this date a provisional contract w oe shi , Oe 
provisional contract would competition. 


be signed. A team of the architect, sur- 
veyor and successful contractor would 
then proceed to the preplanning of the 
contract in detail as the second stage. 


(iii) The second stage gives the contractor 
time to organise for the work instead of 
being urged on to the site as soon as he 
is informed that his tender is successful. 









TRA. WILLIAM | 
BUILDER 





Ee —-! 
AR CAMTUS— ARTER 





eo 


You are old” said the youth, ** and you work like the bees, 
But your labour costs rise ev'ry minute; 
And yet you intend your contract to freeze— 
Pray, how will you manage to win it ?” 
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(iv) Materials would be ordered in 
advance of actual construction. 
| should be interested to hear if an, 
of your readers have had experience o 
such a procedure in tendering. 
EDWIN T. WRaIGHT [FRICS), 
18, Orchard-street, Bristol |. 


Problem of Matching Tiles 
To the Editor of The Builder 


GIR,—In these days of standardisation 
~ it is astonishing that there should be 
difficulty in obtaining wall tiles of , 
colour to match sanitary fittings. |p 
almost every case where a Client has 
desired this, I have counted myself lucky 
to get a tile of the same colour even if jt 
is a lighter or darker shade than the fit. 
tings it is to surround. In many cases the 
tile offered is so poor a match that a dif. 
ferent harmonising colour has had to be 
selected. 

This problem occurs so often, and with 
so many different tiling contractors, that 
I would be interested to know whether 
something could not be done to provide 
wall tiles from stock to match the stan- 
dard colours of sanitary fittings, since 
purpose-made tiles are usually of prohi- 
bitive cost. 

T. A. SUTCLIFFE [FRIBA] 

47, Whitehall, Westminster, 

London, SWI 


A Case for the Half-brick 
To the Editor of The Builder 
WQIR.—My firm has made “ snapped 
* headers” for a great number of 
years. We know that many other brick- 
makers in the country are also doing the 
same. These bricks are made to bond 
as headers and ensure a regular face on 

both sides of 44-in. wall. 
P. J. GOVER, 
Sales Director 
Ibstock Brick and Tile Co., Ltd., 
Ibstock, Leicester. 


NEW ARCHITECT'S 
DEPARTMENT 
Council's Plan to Save Professional 
Fees 
BROWNHILLS Urban Council decided 
at its meeting on January 11 to set up 
its own architect’s department. CLLR. W.G 
SIMKINS told the council that such 
measure would mean the saving of the 
equivalent of a Is. 6d. rate. It was stated that 
£10,000 was spent on architects’ fees in 1955 
Cir. Dr. F. R. RoBerts, the only mem- 
ber to vote against the proposal to estab- 
lish the new department, said that in view 
of the shortage of architects that existed it 
would not be possible to run the department 
at less than £7,000 a year. Any reduction 
in the housing programme would mean that 
the department would run at a loss. While 
the council built more than 200 houses a 
year there might be some saving, but “ some 
day the housing need will be satisfied and 
we will have this staff which will double the 
surveyor’s department,” Dr. Roberts warned 
Cuiir. H. V. Ferepay, chairman of the 
council, said that the change was “ absolutely 
necessary on the grounds of economy.” The 
council had large commitments with regard 
to slum clearance and overspill in the future, 
and they could not afford to carry on wit 
paying architects’ fees as in the past. 
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The first portion showing the south transept, the base of the tower, the 
chancel with the ambulatory, vestries and St. Ursula’s Porch. The figure 
of St. John the Baptist on the left and the Diocesan Arms on the right are 
hy the late Eric Gill. The first brick of the superstructure was laid on 
May 25, 1938. 
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Looking through the choir to the sanctuary. The 

paving is Purbeck freestone. The internal stonework is 

Doulting. Walls are in lime plaster from a wooden float, 

and the reinforced concrete vaulting is finished with 

acoustic plaster. The riddle curtains, the altar and the 
light fittings are temporary. 
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Looking into the north transept. These 
arches will be filled with wrought iron grilles to 
form the chapel for the Queen’s Royal 
Regiment beyond. Above is the north gallery. 
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The screens to the south transept glazed with 
engraved glass symbolizing ‘‘ Let everything 
that has breath praise the Lord.” 





A detail of the angel in the centre archway, 
being the work of Mr. John Hutton. 


Looking east along the north ambulatory. 
The paving here is in travertine. 


GUILDFORD CATHEDRAL 
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’ Impressions of Latin-American Architecture 


A PAPER entitled “ An Architect Visits 
- Brazil, Venezuela and Mexico ” was 
given by Mr. GorDON GraAHaM, DipArch, 
= ARIBA, at a meeting of the Architectural 
Association, held at 34-36, Bedford- 
square, WC1, on Wednesday, January 25. 
Mr. Graham made a tour of Latin- 
America in 1955 after being awarded a 
scholarship sponsored by the Marley Tile 
Co., Ltd. Following are extracts from 
his remarks: 
i I am going to say more about Brazil 
than the other countries because, in fact, 
I know more about it and, also, because 
I think that it may be the most important 
of the three countries for us at this par- 
ticular stage in our own architectural 
development. 
It was Lucio Costa, one of the pioneers 





A LECTURE AT THE ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION 


of modern architecture in Brazil, who said 
that architecture consists of three indivi- 
sibly related problems—the _ technical 
problem of space organisation, construc- 
tion and equipment: the sociological 
problem, including urban and rural plan- 
ning in all its lyrical complexity; and the 
plastic problem of architectural expres- 
sion and the proper relationships between 
architecture and the other visual arts. I 
want to review some of the things I saw 
under these three headings, but I am 
going to change Costa’s sequence of these 
three aspects of the architectural problem 
and take the last one—the one which is 
concerned with plastic quality in architec- 
ture—first, because, I believe, it is the 
most important one for us in this country 
at the moment. 


VN ee Pare 
cars 
es Sees 
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The school of Architecture in the University City of Rio de Janeiro. The low block 
houses the library. Architect: Jorges Moreira. 





The garden in front of the Santos Dumont Airport, Rio de Janeiro. Landscape designer: 
Roberto Burle Marx. 
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The recognition of plastic quality ag 
fundamental quality of architecture js an 
urgent question for architects everywhere 
and Brazilian architecture is rich jp 
examples deserving of the attention ang 
study of those of us who want to under. 
stand the importance of this aspect of our 
art. Recognition of plastic quality should 
play a large part in determining the archi. 
tect’s own attitude to his work and, ona 
broader level, is essential to the accept. 
ance by society of the architect as q 
creative artist. Many confusions arise 
in this country from an attitude which 
sees the architect as bcing primarily 
something other than an artist—as aq 
technician, as the man who does the draw. 
ings for the by-law people, and so on— 
and our architects are themselves, too 
often, unaware of their importance in the 
scheme of things as an artist. To say this 
does not imply any Bohemian or ostrich. 
like igncrance of the other, many and 
varied, aspects of the practice of architec. 
ture and, I would hasten to add, there 
need be no inconsistency between profes- 
sionalism and art. 

The architect’s attitude as an artist 
must, I believe, colour his whole approach 
to the problem of creating architecture, 
and his understanding of what architec. 
ture means, and will, also, affect his 
decisions and reactions in the face of 
many issues. For instance, many of the 
Brazilian designers I met were quite 
unable to equate the personal and 
creative nature of the architectural task 
with the really vast private office organ- 
isations which are so commonplace in this 
country. I doubt if the largest private 
office | came across in Brazil numbered 
more than about 20 people, and a third 
of that number were draughtsmen pure 
and simple. Likewise. there was some 
degree of suspicion of so-called group 
practices. 


Mexican Art 


Mexican art is once more enjoying a 
vigour, movement and originality that is 
reminiscent of its Golden Age.  Repre- 
sentative of this rebirth of Mexican inspi- 
ration is the great new University com- 
plex in Mexico City. There are many 
important aspects of this splendid group 
of buildings, but I am here only con- 
cerned with the important place that 
mosaics, painting and sculpture have in 
the whole composition. From high up in 
any of the several tall buildings the entire 
scene is one of rich and varied colour, 
but there is little doubt that the Central 
Library building dominates the group and 
is, indeed, one of the most remarkable 
buildings of this century, The four walls 
of the 10-storey stack tower, almost 
unbroken by window openings, are 
completely covered with mosaics in 
natural coloured stone which depict the 
culture of Mexico during the three funda- 
mental periods of its history. The pre- 
Hispanic era and the Spanish colonial 
period are represented on the northern 
and southern walls, and symbols portray- 
ing modern culture occupy the shorter 
remaining walls. At the foot of the build- 
ing are massive walls of lava stone with 
relief carvings directly reminiscent of 
Mexico’s ancient religious art. The build- 
ing and the designs for the immense 
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mosaic decorations are the work of Juan 
O'Gorman. 

But the cult of external muralism pro- 
vides no simple formulae or recipe for 
the introduction of expressive force into 
modern architectural composition. In 
Mexico City facile muralism is running 
absolute riot in buildings large and small, 
and the new Ministry of Communications 
and Public Works, designed by Carlos 
Lazo, the executive director for the Uni- 
versity project, achieves a positive peak 
of incoherence with its quite astonishing 
welter of applied decoration. Muralism 
of this kind must represent an effort to 
win expressive force for modern architec- 
ture as desperate and as futile as the 
playing about with fenestration patterns 
based on pictorial art and the often 
pathetic variations on the limited theme 
of chequer board elevations. 

Concrete Shell Design 

Without leaving Mexico City I met a 
designer who feels this very strongly and 
whose work will, 1 dare to prophecy, very 
soon become more widely known and 
respected. He is Felix Candela, Spanish- 
born architect, engineer and constructor. 
Candela is wholly absorbed in the poten- 
tialities of doubly curved thin concrete 
shells and, in particular, in the hyperbolic 


paraboloid and combinations of that 
geometrical form. The Cosmic Ray 
Pavilion in the University City, for 


example, consists of two hyperbolic para- 
boloidical vaults coupled along a princi- 
pal parabola. It is sad to reflect, but true, 
that one of the obstacles standing 
between Candela’s forms and the main 
body of architects and students lies in the 
fact that doubly curved surfaces are 
almost impossible to represent by draw- 
ing on paper, except, of course, the 
simpler types such as revolution domes. 

_ Like Nervi in Italy, and the late Pro- 
fessor Torroja in Spain, Felix Candela is 
another unique example of the apprecia- 
tion and grasp in one brilliant mind of 
the true and wide range of the aesthetic 
and structural possibilities of our new 
architecture. 

A survey of the technical content of 
Brazilian architecture reveals a complex 
admixture of good and bad qualities, but 
after some analysis, perhaps, the situation 
can be more clearly presented, although 
necessarily in a somewhat over-simplified 
manner, as one in which there is a general 
ability to handle the broader issues o! 
structure and the proper integration ol 
structural concepts into architectural de- 
sign, on the one hand. and a weakness 
and occasionally slip-shod attitude in the 
handling of more detailed issues, on the 
other. 

Following an architectural education 
Which generally includes a syllabus of 
structural theory, calculation and related 
studies of more weight than is the case 
in English schools of architecture, the 
Brazilian architect frequently has a very 
real understanding of structural principles 
and forms and a marked ability to talk 
the language of the engineer. Conse- 
quently the collaboration between archi- 
tect and engineer is often a more fruitful, 
More natural and smoother business than 
is the case in many instances in this coun- 
try. The grace and elegant proportions ot 
structural members—almost always in re- 
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The Central Library, University of Mexico. 
were designed by the architect and are 


inforced concrete because of the great 
shortage of structural steel—are impor- 
tant factors in the Brazilian aesthetic, and 
are made possible, largely, by the pro- 
gressive codes of practice which govern 
concrete construction. 

The problems inherent in the existenc2 
of a large, poorly paid and _ unskilled 
labour force. and in the absence of any 
standard ranges of building components 
of consistent quality, are. of cours2, very 
great and the whole question of adequate 
supervision of construction and workman- 
ship is a much more complex one than 
is the case in Europe. Nevertheless, the 
architects themselves are, at times, wholly 
to blame for some of the failures thai 
have resulted. 


No Overall Planning 


Passing on to the third and last section 
of this sketchy review of some of the 
work I saw in Latin-America—to an 
examination of the broader sociologicai 
content of that work. The lack of any 
rational system of overall planning pro- 
posals is creating a desperate problem for 
Brazilian architects, and the great centres 
cf population like Rio, Sao Paulo and 
Belo Horizonte are expanding at incred- 
ible pace in a most chaotic manner. Belo 
Horizonte has a plan of sorts, but the 
mere existence of a grid-iron layout is. 
of course, useless as a means of imposin: 
any sort of visual order. Great streets like 
the Avenida Presidente Vargas and the 
Rio Branco in Rio de Janeiro are being 
developed with little regard to the design 
of the street as an entity, and fine build- 
ings such as Oscar Niemeyer’s Boavista 
Bank are swamped in a sea of ill - man- 
nered urban chaos. 

In the main the opportunities for Brazi- 
lian architects have presented themselves 
in the sphere of isolated buildings, and 
very little housing for the growing urban 
working-class, for instance, has been 
carried out so far. There is no tradition 
of municipal housing in the country. 
However, Brazil may well yet make con- 
tributions in the field of town planning as 


The murals 
carried out in natural coloured stone. 


Architect: Juan O'Gorman. 


great as those she has made in the archi- 
tecture of individual and isolated build- 
ings. 

The most interesting and stimulating 
item of urban planning I came across was 
the great new central area complex in 
Caracas, Venezuela—the Centro Simon 
Bolivar. During recent years the govern- 
ment of that country has carried out a 
very extensive programme of public 
works. One-third of the entire national 
budget of that oil-rich country was de- 
voted to the programme in 1953 and 
1954. Fine new highways and some excit- 
ing bridges by Freysinnet have been con- 
structed: in the true Latin-American 
manner a new University City has grad- 
ually taken shape over the past eight 
years: a huge programme of rehousing. 
school and hospital building has been 
carried out alongside frankly luxury 
schemes such as officers’ clubs and hotels 
Although the sight of so much new build- 
ing is wonderful and the organisation 
behind it all very interesting, the actual 
irchitectural merit of the work is not, to 
my mind, particularly outstanding. It is 
modern all right. but somewhat 
* moderne.” 

The Centro Simon Bolivar, however, 

very impressive achievement and | 
spent several days exploring it. An impor- 
tant four-lane traffic boulevard is de- 
pressed through an underpass for about 
a quarter of a mile, and there is a large 
underground bus-station and car park. 
Adjacent to the shopping centre there is 
a spleralid pedestrian plaza on two levels, 
overlooking the city to the mountains 
beyond. The whole group is dominated 
by two twenty-eight storey office blocks. 
The centre is the first instalment of a 
larger plan of development for the grow- 
ing capital. 

Much of the architectural treatment ts 
pleasant enough, particularly such details 
as staircases, ceramic grilles, and slit 
openings which open up views of rich 
and varied interest. and the choice and 
use of many beautiful materials has been 
sensitively handled. 


g9 
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View to terrace from dining-room 


A ie controlling factor in this pian was the 
client’s wish to achieve an impression of 
spaciousness, and with this object the lounge, 
dining space and entrance hall constitute one 
continuous space which can be divided by 
curtains. The landing at the upper floor is 
large and well-lit, and windows are large; 
in the lounge they are within 18 in. of the floor. 
Central heating is by “ Janitor ” boiler, and 
** Baxi”’ firegrates are installed. Facings are 
Upholland multi-colour rustics, and roofs of 
brown Staffordshire clay tiles. The floor area 
is 1,666 sq. ft., exclusive of garage and out- 
buildings, 
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SOCIETIES 
RIBA 


Notes from Council Minutes 


THE following notes are taken from the 
minutes of the RIBA Council meeting 
held on January 10 at 66, Portland-place, 
vic— 

RIBA Award for Distinction in Town 
Planning. -The RIBA Award for Distinction 
in Town Planning was conferred upon Mr. 
Johnson Blackett (F) and Mr. Hugh Wilson, 
OBE (A). 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Conference to consider foundation of a 
National Theatre Museum: RIBA_ Repre- 
sentative: Richard Leacroft (A). 

The Museums Association: RIBA Repre- 
sentatives on Standing Joint Committee: 
A. G. Sheppard Fidler (F) and J. B. Bicker- 
dike (A). 

Institute of Fuel: Organising Committee 
for Study of Domestic Heating in the United 
Kingdom: RIBA Representative: George 
Fairweather (F). 

Joint Committee on Materials and _ their 
Testing: RIBA Representative: Professor 
W. N. Thomas (F). 

RIBA Representative on B.S.1, Commit- 
tees: B/76 Thermo plastic flooring tiles and 
PLC/9 Plastic Tubing: A. P. Cooksey (A) 
in place of H. E. D. Adamson (A). 

RIBA Architecture Bronze Medal: The 
York and East Yorkshire Architectural 
Society: RIBA Representative to serve on 
Jury to consider the Award: Professor 
W. B. Edwards (F), President of the Northern 
Architectural Association, 

Standardisation of the Shave and Sizes of 
Trade and other Technical Publications.— 
The Council approved a recommendation of 
the Science Committee that manufacturers 
should be urged to consider the desirability 
of producing their trade and technical litera- 
ture to the standard size specified in BSS 
1131:1955. In order to give wide publi- 
city to the advantage of this step it was 
agreed to publish an article on the subject by 
Mr. Gontran Goulden (A) in the RIBA 
Journal and to make available copies of it 
to the architectural and advertising press. 
It was also agreed to draw the attention of 
the principal associations of advertising 
practitioners to the matter and to enlist the 
support of members in a campaign to bring 
to the attention of manufacturers the advan- 
tages of the British Standard. 

Delays in Securing Planning Approval.— 
The Council considered a report from the 
Town and Country Planning and Hous:ng 
Committee on this subject. On their recom- 
mendation it was agreed to prepare a note 
for publication in the RIBA Journal again 
drawing attention to the advantage to be 
secured by consulting planning officers in- 
formally at an early stage in a project. 
It was agreed that where there was any 
doubt of the likelihood of approval, applica- 
tion should be made for approval in prin- 
ciple before proceeding with detailed designs. 
It was also agreed to make representations 
to the Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government on the importance of speeding 
up the procedure for securing various 
approvals by providing for the simultaneous 
consideration by the various bodies con- 

cerned of applications for planning consent. 
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
SOCIETY OF ARCHITECTS 


Tue Trinidad and Tobago Society of 
Architects held their first annual dinner 
at the Queens Park Hotel, Port of Spain. 
HE the Governor and Lady Beetham were 
present, as well as the Minister of Works 
and Communications and the Colonial 
Secretary, Mr. Maurice Dorman. In _ pro- 
posing the toast of “ The Visitors,” Mr. A. 
Dadley-Moore stated that the Society would 
start to work, during the coming year, 
towards the registration of architects in the 
colony. 

A recent visitor to the colony has been 
Mr. Oscar Niemeyer, the Brazilian architect, 
who was on his way to Venezuela, where 
he is to design the new Museum of Modern 
Art in Caracas. Whilst in Trinidad he was 
entertained by the Society and gave a stimu- 
lating talk on his work. 


HOUSING IN WESTERN 
EUROPE 
Tendency to Stabilisation 


HE United Nations Economic Commis- 
sion for Europe’s Quarterly Bulletin of 
Housing and Building Statistics* published 
in Geneva shows, in terms of dwelling units 
completed, a tendency to stabilisation of 
residential construction in most western 
European countries during the first half of 
1955 after a continuous rise since the end of 
the war. 

The number of dwellings completed dur- 
ing the first two quarters of 1955 reached 
about the same level as that of the corre- 
sponding 1954 period in Denmark, the 
Western Zones of Germany, Ireland, Norway 
and Sweden. In the case of the Netherlands 
and the United Kingdom, there is even a 
decrease to be noted in housebuilding during 
the period considered. In a few countries 
such as France, Italy and Switzerland, on 
the other hand, the upward trend is still per- 
sisting. 

Prospects for Coming Months—The out- 
look for prospective residential construction 
during the forthcoming months is still favour- 
able in France, the Western Zones of Ger- 
many, Italy, the Netherlands and Switzer- 
land. In contrast, in a number of instances 
where housebuilding has been at a relatively 
high level, a levelling off, especially in the 
Scandinavian countries and the United King- 
dom, can be observed. 

Housing in Eastern Europe—A striking 
feature of the development of housing con- 
struction in some of these countries seems to 
be a growing share of private building. 

Comparability of housing statistics —Con- 
stant efforts are made by the ECE Housing 
Committee to improve the comparability of 
these data; its Working Party on Housing and 
Building Statistics has made proposals for 
standard definitions for some items both in 
the field of current housing and building 
statistics and in housing censuses. 

This issue of the Bulletin includes also 
a summary table showing total population 
of all the countries for which statistics are 
given. Its purpose is to provide_a basis for 





* Quarterly Bulletin of Housing and Building 
Statistics for Europe, Second Quarter, 1955, Vol. III, 
No. 2, Geneva, published in an English and French 
edition; available from Sales Agents for United 
Nations publications. Price, Sw. frs. 2.50; 4/6d. stg: 
or $0.60 (U.S.) or equivalent in local currencies. 
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rough comparisons between the trends in 
building activity and the overall demographic 
trends in various countries. As in previous 
issues, the Quarterly Bulletin further supplies 
statistical information on building costs, 
manpower (employment, unemployment and 
wages), and building materials (wholesale 
prices and supply). 


Compulsory Demolition 

HEALTH SOCIETY CONFERENCE 

THE DANGER of unsuspecting members of 
the public purchasing houses earmarked for 
early compulsory demolition was referred 
to at a housing conference held at Caxton 
Hall, in London, on January 11, by the 
Royal Society of Health. 

Mr. J. CLaNcey, Chief Public Health In- 
spector for the LCC, said the sitting tenant 
was often the victim, and cases had been 
reported where great hardship had been 
caused. Some authorities helped to safe- 
guard the public by publicising detailed 
particulars of their demolition schemes. 
This assisted intending purchasers, and also 
prevented distress. 

It was pointed out by Major D. J. E. 
LaMB, Birmingham’s Chief Housing Inspec- 
tor, that if purchase were made without the 
possibility of clearance being ascertained or 
without proper advice being sought, the 
buyer might find that however much he paid 
for the deeds, the local authority taking 
over had no power to pay'more than the 
site value. 

A query was expressed by Mr. J. E. 
AUSTIN, East Ham’s Chief Housing Officer, 
whether the Government’s “ Operation Res- 
cue” (undertaken primarily by private 
owners and local government) was likely 
to be a success. The conditions of grant 
were not attractive to owners and in some 
measure the efforts of local authorities were 
destroyed by the failure of the central ad- 
ministration to recognise the difference be- 
tween rescue and deterioration. The sooner 
the Ministry recognised that they must 
accept blame fairly and squarely for the 
failure of “Operation Rescue” the better, 
he concluded. 


EIRE HOUSING PROGRESS 


Half-way Mark Passed of 
Housing Target 


Local authorities and private builders had 
passed the half-way mark towards the target 
figure for housing decided in 1947, Mr. 
PATRICK O’DONNELL, the Minister for Local 
Government, told the Master Builders’ Asso- 
ciation in Dublin recently. 

Up to last November local authorities, 
who have spent more than £80 millions on 
housing projects in the last five years, had 
completed 44,000 houses and flats of the 
61,000, 1947 target. Grants had been made 
to private builders for 31,545 houses of their 
40,000, 1947 target. 

Local authorities, said the Minister, had 
also acquired sites for a further 8,700 houses. 
He described as “ remarkable” the progress 
made in reconstruction and modernising 
work. More than 20,000 houses have been 
repaired and grants for the modernising of 
another 15,734 had been made. Since 1947, 
however, fresh housing needs have arisen 
and here, he said, cities still trying to com- 
plete their post-war programme were meet- 
ing difficulties. 
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Load-bearing Walls and _ Brickwork 


A SCOTTISH MEMORANDUM ON CONSTRUCTION 


A survey has recently been made of three- and four-storey fiats being 
built by various local authorities in the form of construction recommended 
in Codes of Practice CP. 111: 1948 and CP 121.101 : 1951. Having regard 
to the survey, the Department of Health for Scotland considers it desirable 
that more information and guidance should be made available to local 
authority technical officers, including their clerks of works, on this method 
of building, particularly in view of the close limits of design and the con- 
sequent need for careful workmanship and attention to detail at all stages 


of construction. 


The Department has accordingly prepared, in consultation 


with the Building Research Station, a memorandum on“ The Construction 
of Slender Brick or Block Walls for Buildings of more than Two Storeys.”’ 
This memorandum is now fully abstracted. 


1. Introduction: The principles 
governing the design and construction of 
buildings having relatively slender load- 
bearing walls in accordance with British 
Standard Codes of Practice CP. i111* and 
CP. 121.1017 have already been outlined 
in the memoranda referred to in para- 
graph 7 of D.H.S. Circular No. 20/1954 
which was issued in connection with the 
demonstration scheme of flats at Sighthill. 
(The Builder, July 30, 1954.) 

Since this demonstration block was 
built a number of 3- and 4-storey flats on 
similar lines have been erected by vari- 
ous local authorities in Scotland. During 
the progress of these schemes, it has be- 
come obvious that the building technique 
recommended in the above Codes needs 
to be modified to suit traditional Scottish 
building practice. It is also clear that the 
principles underlying the design and con- 
struction of such buildings have not been 
fully appreciated either by the designers 
or the builders. The Department, there- 
fore, in consultation with the Building 
Research Station, have reviewed the work 
that has been carried out in Scotland in 

*CP. 111: 1948—Structural recommendations 


for load-bearing walls. 
*C.P. 121.101: 1951—Brickwork. 








il” brick cavity 
wall 


Fig. 1. Anchorage of floor to external wall: joists at right- 


angles to wall. 


this form of construction and have de- 
cided to make the following general re- 
commendations for the guidance of the 
local authority technical officers con- 
cerned. 

2. General: At the design stage the 
structure should be checked by a com- 
petent structural engineer to ensure that 
the general design recommendations of 
Code CP. 111 are observed. With slender 
walls it is essential that support should be 
provided at each floor level, and restraint 
provided by bonding at all wall junctions. 
The designer should be satisfied that the 
amount of underbuilding does not exceed 
design requirements. It is also impor- 
tant to carry out a proper site investiga- 
tion before building operations are com- 
menced, since the dimensions of the 
foundations should be governed by soil 
conditions rather than empirical rules. 

3. Anchorage of floors to external 
walls (Figs. | and 2): Floors must be 
securely anchored to load-bearing walls 
to give the requisite lateral support. A 
concrete floor slab bearing on a wall will 
provide the necessary anchorage. So 
also will a timber-joisted floor where the 
joists bear on an external wall at about 
18 in. centres, and when metal anchors 


e°x 2° joists 
at I'-6*centres 


1" brick cavity 
wall 
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make a positive connection between the 
joists and the wall. The anchors should 
have a minimum cross section of 14 jp, 
x 4 in., be at least 16 in. long, and te 
securely fastened to joists and formed 
with ends bent down at right angles a 
least 6 in. to engage the brickwork. The 
anchors should be provided at not more 
than 4 ft. 6 in. intervals. Where the floor 
joists run parallel to the external walls 
similar anchors should be provided, 
spaced at not more than 6 ft. centres and 
engaging three joists. 

4. Anchorage of floors over load. 
bearing internal walls (Fig. 3): Floor 
joists bearing over crosswalls normally 
need no anchorage, provided they are 
staggered across the wall and have an 
adequate bearing. When over a spine 
wall, or on the internal crosswall nearest 
the gable, the staggered joists should be 
spiked together to ensure an effective tie, 
This is particularly desirable where an ex- 
ternal wall receives no stiffening from 
partition walls throughout its length. 

5. Anchorage of floating floors to ex- 
ternal walls: Where a floating floor (such 
as is required for sound insulation) is 
used, the flooring boards do not provide 
any stiffening effect to the floor structure, 
It is not sufficient merely to tie together 
the thre2 joists nearest the wall and 
anchor them to the- wall. The neces- 
sary rigidity should be obtained by in- 
serting dwangs, having a cross-sectional 
area similar to the joists. They should 
be accurately fixed between the joists, 
They should be as nearly in line as prac- 
ticable across the floor for its entire width, 
staggered only so far as is necessary for 
nailing them to the joists, and should 
connect up with the joist ties. In addi- 
tion, 6 in. by | in. planks should be 
notched and spiked into the top of the 
joists adjacent to the load-bearing walls. 

6. Anchorage of roof to gables (Fig. 
5): Ceiling ties should be securely an- 
chored to give lateral support to gables. 
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Fig. 2. Anchorage of floor to external wall: joists parallel to 
wall, 
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Anchors should be as described in (3) 
above and at least 4 ft. 6 in. long to en- 
gage three ceiling ties and spaced at 6 ft. 
centres. Where coupled roofs are used it 
may be necessary to insert binders at ceil- 
ing tie level to give sufficient lateral stiff- 
ness to the roof structure. 

Position of anchors (Figs. 1 and 2): 
The position and fixing of metal anchors 
and ties should not be left to chance but 
should be worked out so that they will 
pass directly through a bed or vertical 
joint; and their lugs should bear directly 
on the face of the brickwork. Anchors 
and ties that are cranked, and those whose 
ends fail to engage the brickwork pro- 
perly, provide little restraint and conse- 
quently inadequate lateral support. 

8. Infilling between joists (Fig. 3): 
The accepted method of building joists 
into a wall, and in particular the stag- 
gering of joists over a wall has the result 
that the wall is interrupted at a critical 
level. The brickwork infill between the 
joists, at their supports, should therefore 
be of a high standard. To facilitate 
simple and satisfactory filling between 
joists, spacings should be kept constant. 

If adjacent tloors have different spans 
there are advantages in retaining the same 
depth of joist throughout, since this will 
obviate the need for packings beneath 
the shallower joists. 

9. Bonding of walls at intersections : 
By tying the floors to the outer walls and 
also to internal load-bearing walls, ample 
horizontal restraint is afforded at each 
floor level; but an effective bond must 
also be secured at wall intersections, for 
much of the strength and stability of the 
structure as a whole depends on the “ box 
action” produced by the system of tying 
and bonding of the walls and floors. 

A fully bonded junction is necessary 
at the intersection of outer walls with 
internal load-bearing walls. Walls should 
not be block-bonded to the crosswalls. 
Large holes should never be left in any 
walls for later bonding. Where walls are 
built with large concrete blocks, metal 
cramps will be needed to provide a posi- 
tive bond at the intersection of walls, un- 
less special blocks are used. 

_ If openings occur in the load-bearing 
internal walls at points near the outer 
walls, then the restraint afforded by the 
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walls will be reduced. Wherever pos- 
sible such openings as are needed should 
be located near to the centre of the in- 
ternal walls. Non-loadbearing partitions 
may be block-bonded together. The 
junctions of non-loadbearing partitions 
and loadbearing walls may be formed 
by metal wall ties of sufficient number to 
provide lateral support, or by being fully 
bonded. 

10. The strength of the bricks or blocks: 
There is known to be a direct relation- 
ship between the strength of the wall and 
that of the units of which it is formed. 
The designer should therefore determine 
whether the bricks or blocks that are 
being used are of the requisite strength 
for the conditions of loading. Normally 
this will be a matter for the consultant 
engineer. 

11. Concentrations of loading: Where 
narrow piers occur, such as between win- 
dows or doors, bricks of high strength 
may be required: hence the designer 
should check such points of load con- 
centration in addition to ascertaining that 
the most heavily loaded walls are not 
cver-stressed as a whole. Narrow piers 
should be avoided wherever possible, 
especially if the base of such piers is 
likely to be pierced with openings for 
waste or soil pipes, or interrupted by 
lintol bearings. 

Offsets in the wall to form plinths or 
architraves round openings should be 
avoided as the strength of the wall may 
be impaired, not only by the development 
of higher stresses, but by the eccentricity 
of loading. The position of electric con- 
duit and pipe runs and chases should be 
determined and taken into account at 
the design stage. Lintols should have 
adequate wall holds. 

12. Building technique: The mortar 
mix recommended for general usage is 
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1:1:6 normal Portland cement, lime 
and sand. Plasticisers should be used 
only at the discretion of the designer, 
and a very close control kept in propor- 
tioning and preparing the mix in which 
they are imcorporated; otherwise the 
strength of the mortar may be impaired. 

The brickwork should be properly 
bonded throughout. The cutting of bricks 
should be kept to a minimum so as to 
avoid irregular or broken bond, particu- 
larly at openings or at piers. The bricks 
should be set in a full bed of mortar and 
the vertical joints filled up solid through- 
out the width of each course. Strap wall 
ties should be used in preference to wire 
ties. The whole work should be built 
plumb and straight. The outer and inner 
skins of hollow walls should be built 
simultaneously. The use of storey rods 
is recommended. Built-in timber wall- 
plates should not be used as they may 
considerably reduce wall strengths. : 

In general, all walls should be built 
together and raised course by course in 
lif:s of not more than half-storey height. 
To suit scaffolding and barrow runs, 
temporary access openings may be 
formed in the internal walls by tailing 
or raking back the brickwork at an angle 
from the outer walls. For this purpose 
the internal walls should first be extended 
approximately 14 in. at the same height 
as the adjacent outer walls and then 
stepped down uniformly at a half brick 
or block per course. With a partition 
between a spinewall and an outer wall, 
it may be impracticable to rake back the 
brickwork from the intersections in the 
manner described. If that is so, it would 
be permissible to extend the partition 
for a distance of at least 3 ft. from the 
intersections and leave toothing to receive 
infilling at a later date. 

The infilling of temporary access open- 
ings through internal walls should be 
completed before any work is com- 
menced on the succeeding storey. in 
height. Chimney breasts which are to 
be built integrally with the walling should 
be properly bonded to the latter. 

The practice of leaving holes above 
lintol level in the outer leaf of cavity 
walls for the purpose of cleaning mortar 
droppings from the cavity should be dis- 
couraged, and excessively large holes 
should not be formed in the walls for 
soil and waste branches. 


BRITISH STANDARD 


Plain Hard Drawn Steel Wire for 
Prestressed Concrete (BS 2691. Pt. 1: 
1955) 


THis British Standard, price 2s. 6d., is 
the first part of a projected series of speci- 
fications for steel for prestressed concrete. 
It is designed to rationalise requirements for 
high-tensile hard-drawn steel wire used in 
the growing field of application of pre- 
stressed concrete. The specification 
out the technical requirements for the sup- 
ply of such wire in six recommended sizes 
and having tensile ranges up to 140-150 
tons/sq. in. 


sets 


Copies of this Standard may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, Sales 
Branch, 2, Park-street, London, W1. 
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THE NEW BARBICAN APPEAL 
The Appellants’ Case 


N appeal by the New Barbican Com- 
mittee against the rejection by the City 
of London Corporation of the Committee’s 
New Barbican Scheme for the comprehen- 
sive redevelopment of some 50 acres of 
derelict land in the Barbican area of the 
City of London was the subject of an in- 
quiry which opened at the Guildhall on 
Tuesday of last week before Mr. S. J. Dock- 
ing, an Inspector appointed by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Govermment. 

Mr. W. B. Harris appeared for the 
appellant Committee; Mr. Harold B. 
Williams, QC, represented the City Cor- 
poration and Mr. Harold Marnham con- 
ducted the case for the London County 
Council. 


A number of City livery companies, com- 
mercial concerns and others whose interests 
were likely to be affected by the project 
were represented, together with the British 
Transport Commission and the Dean and 
Chapter of St Paul’s. 


Among the grounds upon which the Cor- 
poration—acting on behalf of the LCC— 
based their refusal were (1) the proposed 
development would, in so far as the office 
and industrial users were concerned, be 
contrary to the use zoning proposals of 
the County of London Development Plan; 
(2) the proposal to introduce a large area 
of industrial building would be contrary to 
the declared aims of the County of London 
Plan to decentralise industry and commerce, 
in correspondence with a reduction of the 
population; and (3) the density of the 
development would be excessive, having 
regard to the area of the site and would 
create grave traffic problems in its environs. 


In his opening submission on behalf of 
the Committee, Mr. Harris said that the 
whole of the land affected by the project 
was within an area of comprehensive 
development as defined by Section 5(3) of 
the Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, 
and was almost entirely devastated and 
derelict. It did, however, contain certain 
buildings of historic and civic importance 
which had been so fortunate as to escape 
the ravages of war, and those buildings 
would have their place in the Committee’s 
scheme. The area presented an un- 
paralleled opportunity for comprehensive 
development and the Committee held the 
steadfast view, shared, he thought, by every 
right-thinking person, that to let such an 
opportunity pass without achieving some- 
thing really great, and without achieving 
development of a truly comprehensive 
nature, would be a betrayal of the nation’s 
heritage. The area was the last of the big 
devastated areas in the City and the Com- 
mittee believed that any redevelopment of 
a piecemeal nature would be a disastrous 
mistake. It must, in their view, be carried 
out as one vast, continuous and concerted 
operation, and when the Committee’s plan 
was fully revealed he was confident that 
there would be general agreement that it 
was unique in conception and imagination. 
It was, in short, a scheme to construct on 
a grand scale what virtually amounted to a 
“new town” within the City of London. 
providing all those spiritual, social and 


economic needs and amenities which such 
a community should possess. It was pro- 
posed to provide residential accommoda- 
tion, open spaces, schools, playgrounds, 
shops, offices, supporting industry, facilities 
for commerce and warehousing, and to 
embody within the project such special 
features as a trade hall with a hotel near by. 
All those matters would have to be most 
carefully thought out and planned, and the 
Committee did not contend that the 
emphasis it had laid upon any one particular 
user to the exclusion of another was neces- 
sarily right, but its members did believe that 
in the fullness of time the proportions be- 
tween the various uses would be determined 
aright. 


There might be some who would say that 
this scheme waS so vast that in practice it 
could not be carried out. That, however, 
was a most ill-informed idea and he would 
invite those who shared it to study with care 
those great building operations and achieve- 
ments that had been carried out on an even 
bigger scale in such places as Cape Town, 
Rotterdam, in Germany and in various other 
parts of the world. “Thus,” said Mr. 
Harris, “ we ask your Minister to allow this 
appeal in order that we may achieve the 
fulfilment of something which is vigorous, 
constructive and, in its final form, something 
which we believe will be beautiful.” 


Comprehensive Development 


Counsel went on to describe in some detail 
the manner in which the scheme envisaged 
by the Committee would be carried out “ in 
order to achieve a truly comprehensive 
scheme of development.” The project, he 
said, provided for three “layers” of 
development, each layer possessing its own 
features and independence and _ yet 
integrated as a whole. 


In addition, it was proposed to embody 
in the scheme six blocks of flats, seven- 
storeys high, and five taller blocks with 
varied uses, the tallest of which would have 
an approximate height of 300 feet. Those 
heights could be varied and he wished to 
refute any charge that might be made that 
the Barbican scheme was to be merely a 
mass of skyscrapers. The scheme was not 
designed, and did not aim, at dwarfing the 
classical landscape of the City by the intro- 
duction of skyscrapers. Such tall buildings 
as were proposed had been so spaced as to 
form a broken, but not a crowded, skyline. 
Neither, continued Mr. Harris, did the Com- 
mittee wish to introduce into the City a 
large measure of industry, although they 
did consider that provision for a certain 
amount of supporting industrial user was 
right and proper. 


The Committee would be most willing to 
co-operate to the fullest extent both with 
the City Corporation and the London 
County Council, if their project should be 
approved, and would welcome suggestions 
from such other bodies and persons as were 
concerned with the welfare and design of 
the City, because their one desire was to 
get as near to perfection as it was possible 
to arrive. They did not pretend that per- 
fection had been achieved to-day, for much 


January 27 1956, 


thought and work had yet to be put int 
the project, but they did feel that the scheme 
came immeasurably nearer to Perfection 
than anything else that had been Suggested 
for this site. 

The first witness for the Committee Was 
Sir GERALD Barry, FRSA, Hon.ARIBA 
Chairman of the New Barbican Committe. 
Nearly 300 years ago, he said, the City Was 
laid waste by fire and a comprehensive 
scheme for its rebuilding was submitted for 
approval. The scheme was rejected, byt 
that ancient refusal was still remembered 
to-day; and was remembered as a reproach, 
To-day the City once again bore the scars 
of a vast conflagration. An historic moment 
had been repeated and the decisions taken 
this time were once more certain to live 
in the nation’s memory—either as a second 
reproach or as a matter for pride. 

The significance of this present oppor- 
tunity had been well appreciated by 
informed and influential people, many of 
whom had for a long time been giving the 
matter deep and serious thought. In 193 
a group of such people who had reached a 
common understanding on the nature of the 
situation, and its social and economic possi- 
bilities, resolved to take action in order to 
ensure that the opportunity should not be 
allowed to pass without an attempt being 
made to create within the City a form of 
redevelopment that could honestly be said 
to match both the opportunities and the 
sociological and economic needs of the pre- 
sent day. That was the birth of the New 
Barbican Committee, which by 1954 
numbered 10 members and had many more 
supporters. The first step to meet any situa- 
tion following upon the Minister’s approval 
of their proposals in principle, should that 
approval be granted, had already been taken 
by the formation and registration of a non- 
profit making limited liability company 
under the name of Cities Redevelopment 
Research Limited. 

The Committee, concluded Sir Gerald, 
contended that the principle of multiple 
land-use on which its proposals were based 
was pre-eminently suited to mid-twentieth 
century needs and resources; that it would 
provide, as no smaller or less comprehen- 
sive scheme could do, a real chance to bring 
back a full community life within the City 
boundaries; and, finally, that it would afford 
a magnificent testimony to the world of what 
the imagination, enterprise and _ skill of 
British architects, engineers and technicians 
could do. 

In cross-examination, Sir Gerald agreed 
that neither his Committee nor the company 
to whose formation he had referred owned 
any interest in land within the Barbican area 
at the present time. 

Mr. HAROLD WILLIAMS, QC (for the City 
Corporation): Such interests must be 
acquired for you with the assistance of the 
Corporation and the LCC?—Yes. 

You would agree that a scheme such 4s 
this could only be carried out by one single 
body?—Yes, unless there was the most 
complete co-operation and co-ordination. 

Mr. WILLIAMS: Therefore, the competent 
authority must first get rid of outstanding 
planning permissions, acquire the whole of 
the land and then lease it to your company? 
—Yes, presumably. 

A figure of £55 millions has been 
mentioned in some reports in relation to 
this project. Would you agree that the 
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expenditure is not likely to be less than 
that?—I should imagine it would not. 

The City Corporation, assuming they 
pought all the land, would then have to 
contemplate leasing the whole of it to a 
developing company who would have to 
spend not less than £55 millions before there 
was any return? —I do not think that is 
correct. I do not think we should spend 
£55 millions before any return was made. 


The next witness was MR. BRYAN ANSTEY, 
FRICS, a member of the Committee, who 
said that his own estimate of the cost to the 
City Corporation of carrying out the actual 
and potential acquisition of the land included 
within the Committee’s scheme was of the 
order of £6,000,000. Taking that sum at 5 per 
cent. and leaving the land idle, as it had 
been for so long, meant an annual loss of 
£300,000 per annum. He had worked out 
figures of probable annual return from the 
buildings proposed to be erected under the 
scheme, and had conferred with architects 
and others as to the probable cost of the 
erection of the whole. Taking reasonable 
figures, supported by evidence of com- 
parable lettings and constructions, the whole 
scheme should show a return sufficient to 
enable the payment of a ground rent to the 
City Corporation of the order of £400,000 
per annum, rising in due course to, say, 
£500,000 per annum. 

Various persons, continued Mr. Anstey, 
had asked whether the money for develop- 
ment would be forthcoming. That was a 
matter which might or not be relevant to 
this inquiry, but he did not think it could 
be denied that the City of London had 
never been backward in finding money for 
bold and imaginative enterprises, and he 
had been approached, on their own initia- 
tive, by a firm of brokers who assured him 
that they would not have the slightest diffi- 
culty in finding immediately £25,000,000 of 
finance on a “schedule” if the scheme 
should receive approval. The scheme pro- 
vided for 3,089,648 feet of office space, 
4,083,000 feet of warehouse space, 450 
shops, 1,000 units of residential accom- 
modation and 1,200,450 feet of industrial 
space. 

Since it had clearly become evident that 
the area could not be developed as a whole 
for any single use it therefore followed that 
it must be developed for a variety of pur- 
poses and the whole issue seemed to be 
whether those uses should be dotted about 
on the surface of the land or compounded 
into an integral whole. If they were dotted 
about there would certainly be grave 
financial dangers, for any private individual 
developers not committed to the whole 
would naturally choose to develop first, or 
exclusively, those areas yielding the highest 
return, leaving the rest derelict. It seemed 
to be quite clear, therefore, that develop- 
ment as an integrated whole was the only 
sensible solution. 

Further evidence for the Committee was 
submitted by Mr. SERGEI KADLEIGH, 
ARIBA, one of the consultant architects to 
the New Barbican Committee. 

A preliminary investigation of the area, 
he said, disclosed that many applications for 
development approval had already been 


lodged, and it was apparent that the 
southernmost area of the site around 
Gresham-street and Cheapside, and the 


most northern area of the site north of 
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Barbican and Beech-street, were sufficiently 
far advanced in piecemeal development to 
preclude any possibility of comprehensive 
development in those areas. It was, how- 
ever, considered that the remaining 50 acres 
could still be developed as a comprehensive 
whole. Traversing those 50 acres diagonally 
was a railway cutting containing a number 
of tracks about 30 feet below ground level 
and bridged over in several places by roads. 
A large part of the site was in a state of 
ruin with the honeycomb pattern of the 
cellars of previous buildings exposed to 
view, thus producing large areas where the 
ground level was about 20 feet below road 
level. In 1954, when “ New Barbican” was 
being planned, it was understood that the 
Corporation had expended a great deal of 
money in acquiring the freeholds of over 
50 per cent. of the site and was already 
committed to acquire a further 25 per cent. 
That left only some 25 per cent. outside 
their ownership. Such an expenditure re- 
quired to be offset by suitable ground rents 
as soon as possible, and the speed with 
which any form of comprehensive develop- 
ment could be carried out in practice was 
therefore of great importance to the City, 
and a major consideration in designing the 
most suitable form of development for this 
site. The fact that the site was proposed 
to be developed as a whole made it possible 
to treat the excavations as a whole and to 
design the area to be excavated in a shape 
and size which allowed excavating equip- 
ment to operate and manceuvre to maximum 
speeds and economy. It also had the 
advantage of greatly reducing the areas of 
expensive retaining walls required. 


The Architectural Aspects 


Mr. Kadleigh then turned to a considera- 
tion of the architectural aspects of the 
scheme, and used a small-scale model to 
show the various stages of construction. The 
vertical zoning, he said, was broadly divided 
into three “layers” of development. There 
was, firstly, the Excavation and Reduced 
Level Development, and it was intended 
that the depth of excavation should be 
between 45 and 60 feet, the variation being 
due to the fact that the ground level of 
the site sloped downwards from north-west 
to south-east. Due to this excavation the 
railway would pass on an embankment 
instead of a cutting and, jutting into the 
excavation, there would be a spur of land 
left untouched on which now stood St. Giles 
church, the Roman Wall and the Iron- 
mongers’ Hall. The excavated area would 
be filled with three floors of warehouse-type 
accommodation, bringing the height of that 
new structure to correspond with the lower 
ground level of the site and the unexcavated 
area around St. Giles church and the Iron- 
mongers’ Hall. The accommodation to be 
provided in that part of the development 
would consist of some 3,300.000 sq. ft. of 
warehouse accommodation, of which 841,600 
sq. ft. would be devoted to car parking. 

Secondly, there was the Ground Level 
Development, and upon that level it was 
proposed to construct three separate struc- 
tures 40 ft. in height. The perimeters of 
those structures would consist of offices. 
with windows overlooking the new park and 
adjacent streets, and the central areas would 
contain three floors of warehouse type of 
accommodation, the top floors of which 
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would be lit by daylight passing through 
pavement lights set in the flat roofs. By 
bridging across the roads at the top level 
the development would form a plateau or 
continuous horizontal terrace 40 to 50 feet 
above ground. The terrace would be served 
by access roads for vehicles from Barbican 
and Moorfields and would be connected also 
with the by-pass road which connected all 
levels of the road system. In addition, it 
would be reached by escalators and lifts 
directly from Aldersgate and Moorfields 
stations. 

Finally, there would be the Superimposed 
Level Development. On the promenade 
terrace, formed by the flat top of the Ground 
Level Development, it was proposed to build 
four-storey maisonettes sited in quiet pre- 
cincts around gardens with lawns, flowers, 
shrubs, trees and fountains. The provision 
at present was for 560 dwellings laid out in 
that manner, the tops of which would be 
about 40 feet above terrace level and 80 
to 90 feet above ground level. In addition, 
near the perimeter of the terrace, there were 
to be a number of seven-storey blocks of 
flats to provide homes for a further 210 
families, the roofs of which would be some 
110 feet above ground level. 

Rising up through that residential “ neigh- 
bourhood” at widely spaced intervals it was 
proposed to build five taller blocks of varied 
accommodation, The bottom of such blocks, 
at terrace level, would consist of local shops, 
restaurants, public houses, ete., to serve the 
residents; the middle part of the blocks 
would consist of offices, and the upper part 
would be flats, making use of the roof 
gardens on top of the offices. In that way 
a further 236 dwellings would be provided 
and 1,385,000 sq. ft. of offices. The average 
height of those widely spaced taller blocks 
would be of the order of 160 feet above 
terrace level, the highest and most slender 
block rising to a height of just under 300 
feet, which was 75 feet lower than the base 
of the cross on St. Paul’s Cathedral. Mr. 
Kadleigh added that the residential neigh- 
bourhood would also be provided with 
schools and playgrounds, a community hall, 
clinic and a cinema. “These proposals,” he 
said, “‘ offer three-dimensional space of the 
most flexible kind, suitable for a great 
variety of uses, thus allowing for essential 
modifications during the life of the build- 
ings in the most economic way.” 


PRA’s Comments 


Speaking at the opening of an art show 
on January 19, Professor Richardson, PRA, 
commenting on the New Barbican proposal, 
said that it was “ hideous,” described it as 
“paradise lost” and added that “it was a 
piece of exploitation by the millions of big 
business.” The Professor's views were 
challenged at the hearing of the inquiry next 
day by Mr. W. B. Harris, who told the 
Inspector that it was a matter of extreme 
regret to the Committee that this should 
have been published while the inquiry was 
sub judice. 

Commenting on this later, the Professor 
said: “I am at liberty to express my views, 
and shall continue to do so ...I do not 
withdraw a word of what I said yesterday.” 

It is hoped to publish a summary of the 
City Corporation’s case in a subsequent 
issue. 
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PLANT & MATERIALS 


Glazed Partitioning 


HEIR new, simplified type of “ glazed 
barrier.” partitioning is to be exhibited 
by Roneo, Ltd., 17, Southampton-row, WC1, 
on their stand at the forthcoming Business 
Efficiency Exhibition at Bingley Hall, Birm- 


ingham (February 20 to 25). This system 
prevents any obscuring of architectural 
features and general spaciousness in banks, 
offices and other public buildings. With 
an overall height of about 5 ft. 6 in., it 
needs no top horizontal member, and can 
be used for island enclosures or semi-private 
offices. It comprises steel panelling up to 
a height of 3 ft. 6 in., with glazing above. 
The company will also demonstrate the im- 
portance of a harmonious colour scheme in 
office planning, and will exhibit their “U” 
series of desking and equipment in a range 
of matched colours. 


Tractor Dumpers 


The patented rights of the Nash tractor 
dumper have been acquired by Landmaster, 
Ltd., of Hucknall, Nottingham, who will 
manufacture and market this machine. The 
Nash is a half-ton dumper designed to work 
in adverse conditions. Its features include a 
special clutca which brings in a two-wheel 
drive on both rear wheels, and a wide range 
of attachments include articulated trailers 
with a one-ton capacity. Three different 
models are available, powered by petrol, 
TVO or diesel engines. 

Lowbowl Scrapers 

Three new types of Caterpillar lowbowl 
scrapers are to be made in this country early 
next year by the Birtley Co., Ltd., Birtley, 
Co. Durham. These three scrapers will re- 
place the Caterpillar 80, 20, and 21 models. 
The 463 model is a crawler-drawn scraper 
with a struck capacity of 25 cu.yds. Its 
longer, wider bowl gives a greater heaped 
capacity and lower sides give less loading 
resistance. A higher apron lift and greater 
ground clearance also contribute to effici- 
ency. The 456 and 470 scrapers match the 
DW20 (Series E) and DW21 (Series C) tractor 
units, and have similar capacities of 18 cu. 
yds. struck and 25 cu. yds. heaped. An in- 
crease in ground clearance of 3 in. enables 
them to work in softer conditions, and an 
extra 9 in. of apron lift provides faster mate- 
rial ejection. The scrapers will be identical 
in every respect with the American-built 
units. 


Sealing Mastic 
Two new “Nine Elms” products have 
been placed on the market by T. W. and W. 
Farmiloe, Ltd., Rochester-row, Westminster, 
SW1. One is “Fenestrene,” a_ sealing 
mastic for use in conjunction with curtain 
walling structures. It allows for the ab- 
normal thermal expansion and contraction 
arising from the use of aluminium or steel 
frames with glass and other in-filling panels 
used in this type of construction. It need 
not be painted (although it can be if 
required) as it is made in a pale grey colour 


to tone with aluminium or galvanised iron 
frames. The second is “* MCP” putty for 
the glazing of metal windows, which is 
understood to have good adhesion and not 
to slump or wrinkle. 


Insecticidal Lacquers 


A range of insecticidal lacquers which 
require no additions such as accelerators and 
can be made in any colour on the firm’s 
standard colour shade cards is _ being 
marketed by Brandram Brothers and Co., 
Neptune-street, SE16. The coatings are 
understood to hold their properties for a 
period of two to three years, the cost vary- 
ing slightly to the formula and to the 
quantity, but nevertheless little more than 
a good quality paint. Application is by 
brush, spray-gun or roller. Of interest is 
the fact that the makers have converted part 
of their works at Rotherhithe, SE16, into 
a film studio, and so far have made several 
commercial television films, and one second- 
feature film for the Hawker Siddeley Group. 
Plywood Shuttering 

Information on “ Plywood Shuttering for 
Concrete’ has been published in the form 
of a handbook by British Plywood Manu- 
facturers, Ltd. It contains all the essential 
data required by civil engineers and other 
users in compact form, and the various 
aspects dealt with include maintenance, 
sizes and weights, with graphs showing per- 
missible loadings and treatment of joints. 
Copies, free of charge, from the company 
at Wharf-road, Ponders End, Middlesex. 


New Booklet 


A comprehensive booklet has been issued 
by the Expanded Metal Co., Ltd., Burwood 
House, Caxton-street, Westminster, SW1, 
illustrating and explaining the various uses 
of flattened and safe-mesh “ Expamet” in 
industry and engineering. Entitled “ Ex- 
panded Metal in Industry,” it outlines the 
material’s applications, ranging from ceiling 
panels, balustrades and machinery guards to 
plate racks, lamps and cocktail trays. Most 
of the available finishing processes, such as 
painting, enamelling or plating, are suitable 
for use with these materials, and the booklet 
lists the complete range of meshes and 
gauges in tables of properties. 


Concrete Progress 

In order to produce the necessary amount 
of concrete for a sewer contract at Birming- 
ham, the Turriff Construction Corporation 
have set up a trolley weigh batcher unit as 
supplied by Stothert and Pitt, Ltd. A special 
Merton “ Overloader,” supplied by Mackay 
Industrial Equipment, Ltd., Faggs-road, 
Feltham, Middx, discharges its bucket at a 
fixed height of 17 ft., unlike the standard 
“ Overloader,” which has a discharge height 
variable from 6 ft. 11 in. to 11 ft. 2 in. The 
trolley is filled with the correct proportions 
of concrete mixture from the four hoppers 
and then emptied into the bucket of the 
“ Overloader,” which reverses and discharges 
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the mixture into a separate hopper under 
which the mixing lorries are driven, 
the material is thus handled twice by the 
“ Overloader,” which can maintain the 
plant’s output at the required 40 cu. yd, Per 
hour. 


TRADE NEWS 
UK Pumps for Canada 

A brochure describing the range of 
“ Goodenough” pumps now being manvp. 
factured under licence in Canada, by 
Godfrey Engineering Co., Ltd., of Montreal, 
has been issued by Goodenough Pumps, 
Ltd., of 70-72, London-road, Twickenham, 
Middlesex. 
German Trade Fair 

The eighth German Handicrafts and Trade 
Fair is to be held at Munich from April 27 
to May 10, 1956. The main display groups 
will include arts and crafts, applied art, fur. 
niture, interior decorating, machines and 
tools, and ten display halls are to be pro- 
vided, giving 365,000 sq. ft. of covered space, 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


Mr. E. A. Deacon, AMIEE, and Mr. Eric A, 
DUSSEK, associate directors of Dussek Bitumen 
and Taroleum, Ltd., have now been elected 
directors. 

Mr. E. V. CarpDerR, sales representative for 
Tarmac, Ltd., in South Wales, operating from 
Cardiff, has retired. He retains his seat on the 
board of Tarmac (South Wales), Ltd., and is 
succeeded as sales representative by Mr 
M. N. P. Harrison. 

Mr. J. D. MARKLAND, MIEE, has been ap- 
pointed home sales manager of the Hotpoint 
Electric Appliance Co., Ltd. 

Mr. T. B. Dosson, MBE, General Manager 
of British Plimber, Ltd., leaves London on 
January 31 for an extensive tour of the Middle 
East to investigate possible markets for 
Plimberite wood chipboard. Mr. Dodson will 
be working closely with the local representa- 
tives of C. Tennant, Sons & Co., Ltd., who 
have recently been appointed main agents to 
handle the bulk of the Plimberite export business 
throughout the world. 

NEW COMPANIES 

THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 

Cc. L. Dayus (Builders), Ltd. (558063.) Regd. 
December 1, Marlborough-rd. Garage, Morecambe 
and Heysham. Bldrs. ard contrs. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 
Dir.: C. L. Dayus. 

J. H. Cleary, Ltd. (558074.) Regd. December 1. 
Bidrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: J. H. Cleary, 
address not stated. Subs.: S. J. L. Woodward, Briar 
Cottage, Thames Ditton. 

R. Hulme (Builders), Ltd. (558140.) Regd. 
December 2, Clifton, Knutsford-rd., Alderley Edge, 
Ches. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: R. B. Hulme. 

H. W. Barnes & Son, Ltd. (558167.) Regd. 
December 3. Bldrs., contrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £500. 
Dir.: H. W. R. Barnes. 


Thomas Edwards & Son, Ltd. (558189.) Decem- 
ber 3, Tegfryn, Llansadwrn, Anglesey. Bldrs. and 
contrs. Nom. cap.: £2,500. Dir.: T. Edwards. 

A. E. Jordan (Builders), Ltd. (558244.) Regd. 
December 6, 24a, Nornabell-st., Hull, Yorks. Nom. 
cap.: £2,000. Permt. dir.: A. E. Jordan. 

Arnold B. Johnson, Ltd. (558246.) Regd. Decem- 
ber 6, New-rd., Olveston, Glos. Bildrs., etc, Nom. 
cap.: £10,000. Permt. dir.: A. B. Johnson. 

David Hopkins (Cardiff), Ltd. (558253.) Decem- 
ber 6, 33, Crwys-rd., Cardiff. Bldrs., etc. Nom. 
cap.: £500. Dir.: D. Hopkins. 


New City Building 


Mr. Theo H. Birks, FRIBA, who, as 


reported in The Builder of January 13, has 
prepared the plans for a 16-storey office 
building at Ludgate Circus, EC4, asks us to 
point out that his present address is 38, 
Portland-place, London, W1. 
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LAW REPORTS 


reconstruction of Premises Through 
Building Lessee: Tenants’ Appeal 

for Renewal of Lease Fails 
CourT OF APPEAL. 


BEFORE LORDS Justices DENNING, Morris 
AND PARKER. 


Gilmour Caterers v. St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital Board 


THE proposal of the Board of Governors 

of the Royal Hospital of St. Bartholo- 
mew to have premises at 307, High Holborn, 
London, WC, demolished and reconstructed 
under a building lease was held by the Court 
of Appeal on January 16 to show their 
intentions under the Landlord and Tenant 
Act, 1954. 

The court dismissed with costs an appeal 
by Gilmour Caterers, Ltd., tenants of the 
premises which they use as a restaurant and 
luncheon club, from the refusal of Judge 
Dale, at Westminster County Court, to grant 
them a new lease. 

Their application was opposed by the 
Jandlords under Section 30 (1) (f) of the 
Act on the grounds that they intended to 
demolish or reconstruct the premises and 
could not do so without obtaining posses- 
sion. 

The tenants appealed on the ground that 
by granting a building lease to other people, 
the demolition and reconstruction was not 
the intention of the landlords within the 
meaning of the Act but of the proposed 
tenants. 

It was stated that the hospital had granted 
a building lease under which the demolition 
and reconstruction was to be carried out 
by the lessee, who would not take on the 
lease until the work was completed by the 
end of this year. The lease would date 
back to September, 1955. 

In his judgment, Lorp JusticE DENNING 
said the lease of 307, High Holborn, was 
assigned to Messrs. Gilmour in 1950 and 
expired in September, 1955. The landlords 
were the Board of Governors of St. Bartho- 
lomew’s Hospital. 

He said that because of the condition of 
the premises they would have to be de- 
molished in the very near future. They had 
suffered war damage. The place next door 
was a shell. 

The landlords intended to have the 
premises demolished and reconstructed but. 
having considered the machinery for doing 
it, they decided not to employ building con- 
tractors but to grant a building lease for 
48 years. 

Following the ordinary terms of a lease 
Whereby the lessee held as_tenant-at-will 
until the new building was completed, they 
granted a lease which. the lessee would then 
have from the beginning. The landlords, 
under the terms of the lease, had full control 
of the work that had to be done and every- 
thing had to be done with their approval 
and under their inspection. 

It had been contended for Messrs. Gil- 
mour, his lordship said, that if the hospital’s 
intentions were carried out in this way, it 
did not make out the landlord’s grounds for 
their opposition under the Act. They said 
the words of the Act meant the work should 
be done by the landlords themselves or by 
their servants or agents. 
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His lordship thought this was too narrow 
an interpretation of Section 30 (1) (f). The 
landlords in this case intended to demolish 
Or reconstruct the premises and to do it 
through a building lessee. The grant of a 
building lease was a way of paying for the 
work. A building contractor was paid in 
money. A building lessee was paid by the 
grant of a period of occupation. 

He thought the landlords’ intentions were 
sufficiently shown by the facts of the case 
and the appeal should be dismissed. 

Lords Justices Morris and Parker agreed. 


Corporation’s Successful Appeal 
Against Builders 

COURT OF APPEAL 
BerorE Lorps Justices DENNING, Morris 

AND PARKER. 

R. B. Burden v. Swansea BC 
SQ WANSEA Corporation successfully 
appealed, in the Court of Appeal on 

January 18, against a judgment by an Official 
Referee, Mr. J. D. Casswell, given in favour 
of R. B. Burden, Ltd., builders, of Staines- 
road, Hounslow, Middlesex. 

The case concerned a contract between the 
parties for the erection of Swansea’s East 
Penlan primary school. The Referee held 
that Burden’s were justified in determining 
the contract and withdrawing their labour in 
November, 1951, because the Corporation 
had interfered with and obstructed the issue 
of an interim payment certificate. He also 
awarded the builders £1.404 damages with 
five per cent. interest and costs for breach 
of. contract by the Corporation. 

In allowing the appeal with costs, the 
Court of Appeal set aside the Referee’s 
declaration regarding the builders’ deter- 
mination of the contract. The appeal did 
not concern the damages, which stand as 
awarded. The builders were granted leave 
to appeal to the House of Lords. 

Mr. F. Etwyn Jones, QC, for the Cor- 
poration, said that in October, 1951, the 
builders had applied for £5,785 payment on 


the 2Ist interim certificate. Mr. W. V. 
Hawkins, partner in the London firm of 
Oswald Parratt, surveyors, who had been 


appointed quantity surveyor in connection 
with the school contract in 1951, recom- 
mended the payment of £1,287. The 
Borough Architect, Mr. H. T. Wykes, issued 
a Certificate for that amount. 

The builders, he said, contended that the 
Corporation had interfered with and 
obstructed the issue of the certificate. As 
a result, under a clause of the contract, they 
withdrew their labour and determined the 
contract. 

Mr. Elwyn Jones said this caused chaos 
and resulted in extra expenses amounting 
to thousands of pounds for the Corporation. 
who had to get another building contractor 
to finish the school. There was an out- 
standing claim against Burden’s as a result 
of the serious consequences of this matter. 
He submitted the proper remedy under the 
contract was arbitration. The Referee had 
found there had been interference or 
obstruction by Mr. Hawkins, by the archi- 
tect (failing to issue a proper certificate) and 
by a mistake of an assistant in the Corpora- 
tion’s quantity surveyor’s department, who 
had informed the builders that £672 of the 
£1,287 was due to be paid to sub-contractors. 

Mr. Elwyn Jones submitted these were 
not interference with the issue of the certifi- 
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cate and that the architect and surveyor were 
not agents of the Corporation. He said 
the judgment of the Referee exonerated alt 
officers and officials of the Corporation from 
negligence or breach of duty, except for the 
slip by the surveyors’ department assistant. 

Mr. E. J. RIMMER, QC, for the builders, 
said the payment of sums due on interim 
certificates was the life blood of the con- 
tractors’ business. There could be no civil 
engineering or building contracting in this 
country unless the contractors were assured 
they would get their payments according to 
the stage of the contract. He said the clause 
relating to interference or obstruction of the 
issue of certificates gave the builders the 
right to determine the contract and was put 
in aS a protection for the contractors. 
Arbitration might arise too late, and the con- 
tractors’ blood would turn to water if there 
was failure to issue the interim certificates. 

Mr. Rimmer submitted that Mr. Hawkins 
and the architect were agents of the Cor- 
poration. 

Giving judgment, Lorp Justice DENNING 


said the Borough Architect had _ been 
originally appointed as architect and sur- 
veyor in connection with the contract. 


Owing to pressure of work in 1951, he had 
appointed Mr. Hawkins as surveyor. 


After Mr. Hawkins had recommended the 
payment of £1,287 on the 21st certificate, 
the builders had drawn his attention to 
items which he had omitted, but he refused 
to recommend an alteration. Mr. Hawkins’ 
conduct was strongly condemned by the 
Referee. who came to the conclusion that 
the officials of the Corporation all acted 
honestly and not improperly in any way. He 
found that Mr. Hawkins’ valuation obstruc- 
ted the issue of the kind of certificate to 
which the builders were entitled. He also 
held that the mistake regarding the £672 
was an interference and that the Corpora- 
tion were liable for Mr. Hawkins’ conduct. 

His Lordship said the clause in the con- 
tract meant interference by the employers, 
the Corporation, in their sphere as distinct 
from the sphere of duty of the architect 
or surveyor. If councillors or the Town 
Clerk or any executive official of the Cor- 
poration interfered by directing the architect 
to withhold the certificate or to give a lower 
sum, there would be interference by the Cor- 
poration. But if the architect or the sur- 
veyor made a mistake or acted improperly, 
that would not be interference or obstruction 
by the Corporation. The proper remedy 
would be arbitration. 

He said that if there was any improper 
conduct in the sphere of duty of the archi- 
tect or surveyor, the remedy was not by 
determining the contract. Only interference 
or obstruction by the employers, the Cor- 
poration, in their sphere would bring the 
clause into operation. As regarded the 
mistake in the quantity surveyors’ depart- 
ment, he said no loss had come to the 
builders as a result. They received the full 
amount and none was paid to the sub- 
contractors. 

The points on which the Referee held 
there was interference were not rightly 
decided because they attributed to the Cor- 
poration the acts of Mr. Hawkins which 
could not properly be inflicted on the Cor- 
poration. The appeal should be allowed. 


Lords Justices Morris and Parker agreed 
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MoW Winter Lectures 
PROGRAMME FOR FEBRUARY 


[LECTURES to be given during 

February in the Ministry of Works 
winter season of discussion-lectures on 
subjects of interest to the building in- 
dustry are as follows :— 

February 1.—‘* Concrete Placing and Form- 
work,” by A. B. Harman, BSc, AMICE, 
Research Dept., George Wimpey & Co., Ltd. 
Marine and Technical College, Ocean-road, 
South Shields. 7 p.m. 

February 1,—** Shell Roofs,’’ 
MSc, PhD, AMICE, AMTPI, 
‘of the University of Leeds. Department of 
Building, College of Technology, Salmon 
Pastures, Warren-street, Sheffield. 7.15 p.m. 

_ February 2.—* Building Drainage and Sanita- 
tion,” by T. Morrison, AMICE, MISE, Sanitary 
Engineer, MoW. Oughton’s Restaurant, Church- 
place, Dumfries. 7.15 p.m. 

February 2.—* Some Factors Influencing the 
Performance of Woodworking Machinery,” by 


by R. Jones, 
AMIStructE, 


H. J. Endersby, Forest Products Research 
Laboratory. Technical College, School-street, 
Wisemore, Walsall. 7.15 p.m. 


February 6.—** Plastic Pines for Building,” by 
J. F. Berry and C. J. Clark, Marley Tile Co., 


ltd. College of Art, Green-lane, Derby. 
7.15 p.m. 
Februar) 6.—* Problems of Plastering and 


Rendering,” by E. Westbrook, Research 
Dept., George Wimpey & Co., Ltd. Isle of 
Wight Technical College, Hunnyhill, IoW. 
7 p.m. 

February 6.—‘‘ Vibration in Buildings,” by 
R. J. Steffens, DSc. Building Research Station. 
Technical College, Bell-road, | Wakefield. 
7.15 p.m. 

February 7.—‘‘ School Building To-day,” by 
Alexander Steele, ARIBA, City Architect, Edin- 
burgh. Dean of Guild Courtroom, City Cham- 
bers, Edinburgh. 7.15 p.m. 

February 7.—‘ Concrete Placing and Form- 
work,” by A. B. Harman, BSc, AMICE, Re- 
search Dept., George Wimpey & Co., Ltd. 
County Technical College, Cherry-street, 
Stafford. 7.15. Also on February 8 at the 
Technical College, Manor Croft, Burton-on- 
Trent. 7.15 p.m. 

February 8.—‘** Modern Paint Developments,” 
by J. W. Wilson, Colour Adviser, Leyland Paint 
and Varnish Co., Ltd. Technical College, 
Church-street, Barnsley. 7.15 p.m. 

February 8.—‘‘ Legal Obligations of Archi- 
tects and Builders,” by John J. Clarke, MA. 


FSS, LMTPI, Barrister-at-Law. Crown and 
Anchor Hotel, Westgate-street, Ipswich. 
7.30 p.m. 

February 8—‘*The Weathering and De- 


terioration of Concrete and Cement Render- 
ings,’ by C. Hobbs, BSc., ARIC, Research 
Dept., John Laing & Son, Ltd. Technical 
College, Cathedral-street, Lincoln. 7.15 p.m. 
February 8.—‘* Problems of Plastering and 
Rendering,” by L. A. Ragsdale, Building Re- 
search Technician, George Wimpey & Co., Ltd. 
Chemistry Lecture Theatre, King’s College, 
Victoria-road, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 7 p.m. 
February 9.—‘* Dampness in Buildings,” by 
J. P. Latham, AM[StructE, MIEI, Building 
‘Research Station. Ewell County Technical 
College, Reigate-road, Ewell. 7.15 p.m. 
February 9.—‘* Dry Rot, Causes, Remedy and 


Prevention,” by B. W. Eades, Timber Con- 
‘sultant. Technical College, Hopwood-lane, 
Halifax. 7.15 p.m. 


’ February 14.—‘‘ The Thermal Insulation of 
Buildings,” by W. S. Brydon, Member of Execu- 
tive Committee, Structural Insulation Associa- 
tion. College of Further Education, William- 
street, Slough. 7 p.m. 

February 14.—‘* Glass, Its Manufacture and 
Use,” by N. Alexander, Messrs. Pilkington 
Bros. Gas Board’s Lecture Room, St. John’s- 
square, Cardiff. 7 p.m. Also on February 15 
‘at the Ball Room, Wyndham Hotel, Bridgend. 
7 p.m. 

February 15.—‘‘ Seasoning and Preservation 
of Timber,” by B. W. Eades, Timber Consultant. 
Technical College, Bromsgrove. 7 p.m. 

February 15.—‘* Good Practice in Plumbing,” 
by R. V. Lindsley, ARICS, MRSH, FIPHE, 
Senior Sanitary Eng, MoW. Technical College. 
Lichfield-road, Great Yarmouth. 7.30 p.m. 

February 15.—‘‘ Dampness in Buildings,’ by 
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J. P. Latham, AMIStructE, MIEI, Building 
Research Station. Lecture Theatre, College of 
Technology, Byron-street, Liverpool. 7.15 p.m. 

February 15.—‘ Arbitration in Building Dis- 
putes,” by Norman P. Greig, BA, Barrister-at- 
Law. Carnegie Hall, Public Library, Abington, 
Northampton. 7.15 p.m. 

February 15.—‘‘ An Introduction to Pre- 
stressed Concrete,” by R. C. Blyth, MA, MICE, 
MIStructE, FIPHE, Cement and Concrete Asso- 
ciation. Lecture Theatre, Public Library, 
Vernon-road, Scarborough. 7 p.m. 

February 15.—‘‘ Advantages of Thermal In- 
sulation of Building Structures,” by J. S. Alton, 
AMIMechE, MoW. Technical College, Depart- 
ment of Building, 159, Tadcaster-road, York. 


7.15 p.m. Also on February 16 at the Schofield 
Technical College, Park-road, Mexborough. 
7 p.m. 


February 16.—‘* Thermal Insulation of Build- 
ings,’ by F. King, Member, Executive Com- 
mittee. Structural Insulation Association. Com- 
mittee Room, Shire Hall, Bedford. 7.30 p.m. 

February 16.—‘* Powered Hand Tools,’ by 
A. F. Coare, ABICC. East Ham Technical 
College, Arragon-road, E6. 7 p.m. 

February 16.—** Glass, Its Manufacture and 
Use,” by N. Alexander, Messrs. Pilkington 
Bros. Lecture Room, Trafalgar Institute, 
Charles,-steet, Milford Haven. 7 p.m. 

February 20.—‘* Programming of Building 
Contracts,” by H. F. Broughton, Building Re- 
search Station. Lion Hotel, Petty Cury, Cam- 
bridge. 7.30 p.m. 

February 20.—‘‘ Safety in the Building In- 
dustry,” by J. A. Hayward, Superintending 


Safety Officer, John Laing & Son, Ltd. 
Gloucester Technical College, Gloucester. 
7 p.m. 


February 21.—‘* Modern Paint and Painting 
Practices,” by B. Butler, Director, Leyland 
Paint and Varnish Co., Ltd. City of Portsmouth 
College of Technology, Anglesea-road, Ports- 
mouth. 7 p.m. 

February 21.—‘‘ Manufacture of Plate Glass 
and Armourglass,” by A. Kearns, Pilkington 
Bros., Ltd. Technical College, Northgate, Dar- 
lington. 7 p.m. 

February 22.—‘‘ Prestressed Concrete,” by F. 
Walley, MSc, AMICE, Senior Structural En- 
gineer, MoW. Technical College, Bolton. 
7.15 p.m. 

February 22.—‘‘Some Aspects of Building 
Contracts,’ by Norman P. Greig, BA, Barrister- 
at-Law. Castle Hotel, Taunton. 7 p.m. 

February 22.—‘ Lightweight Concrete,’’ by 
J. C. Blenkinsop, FRIC, Building Research 
Station. Demonstration Hall, Gas Showrooms, 
Osborne-street, Grimsby. 7.15 p.m. 

February 22.— Soil Mechanics in the Build- 
ing Industry ’’ (Construction of Foundation), by 
M. W._ Leonard, BSc(Eng), AMICE, 
AMIMcchE, Soil Mechanics, Ltd. Wimbledon 
Technical College, Gladstone-road, SW19. 
7.15 p.m. 

February 22.—‘* Legal Obligation of Building 
Contractors,” by John J. Clarke, MA, FSS, 
LMTPI, Barrister-at-Law. Technical College, 
Wolfruna-street, Wolverhampton. 7.15 p.m. 

February 23.—‘‘ Essentials of Good Con- 
creting,”’ by E. E. H. Bate, CBE, MC, BSc. 
MICE, Chief Works Eng.,. MoW. Technical 


College, Cauldon-place, Stoke-on-Trent. 
7.15 p.m. 
February 27.—‘* Thermal Insulation,” by 


J. A. Godfrey, ARIBA, Building Research 
Station. Technical College, Palatine-road, Black- 
pool. 7-15 p.m. 

February 27.—‘*‘ Moisture Content and Move- 
ment of Wood,” by G. Hart, Timber Develop- 
ment Association. Willesden Technical College, 
Denzil-road, NW10. 7.15 p.m. 

February 28.—‘* The Structural Uses of 
Timber,” by D. H. Moss, Timber Development 
Association. MoW Building, Ashley-strcet, 
Bristol-street, Birmingham. 7.15 p.m. 

February 28.—‘ Thermal Insulation,” by J. A. 
Godfrey, ARIBA, Building Research Station. 
Technical College, Queen Street South, Hudders- 
field. 7 p.m. 

February 28.—‘ Plaster and Plastering,’ by 
J. F. Tonner, The Carlisle Plaster and Cement 
Co., Technical College, Victoria-place, Carlisle. 


p.m. 

February 29.—‘‘ Legal Obligations of Building 
Contractors,” by John J. Clarke, MA, FSS, 
LMTPI, Barrister-at-Law, Bournemouth Muni- 
cipal College of Technology and Commerce, 
Shelley-park. | Beechwood-avenue, Boscombe, 


Bournemouth. 7 p.m. 
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February 29.—‘ Problems of Plastering ang 
Rendering,” by L. A. Ragsdale, Building Re. 
search Technician, George Wimpey & Co., Ltd, 
Technical College, Broadway, Dudley. 7.15 p.m, 

February 29.—* Lightweight Concrete,” by 
W. Kinniburgh, FRIC, Building Research 
Station. College of Technology, Howard-street, 
Rotherham. 7.15 p.m. 

February 29.—‘* American Methods of Pro- 
ductivity,’ by W. J. Beckwith, Northen 
Manager, John Laing & Son, Ltd., Technical 
College, Park-lane, Workington. 7 p.m. 


THE UNEMPLOYMENT 
MENACE 
Increased Production Essential 


- WE must. all be aware of the dangers 

of ‘ pricing ourselves out of the mar- 
ket’ but I wonder if operatives are aware 
of an even more imminent danger of their 
pricing themselves out of employment unless 
increases in wages are more than matched 
by increased output,” warned Mr. A. Hopley, 
the retiring president of the Liverpool 
Regional Federation of Building Trades Em- 
ployers, on January 18. He was presenting 
his report to the Regional Federation's 
annual general meeting at the Exchange 
Hotel, Liverpool, at which Mr. T,. V. 
Prosser (managing director, Wm. Thornton 
and Sons, Ltd., Liverpool) was installed as 
president for 1956. 

The full effects of the “ credit-squeeze” 
were yet to be felt, Mr. Hopley emphasised, 
and it was perhaps in the field of private 
house-building that the first effects of the 
Government’s financial policy had been felt. 
Building societies were showing a greater 
tendency towards selectivity in their mort- 
gage business, and prospective owner- 
occupiers had now to find a larger propor- 
tion of the initial cost as well as increased 
interest payments. 

There were also signs that local authorities 
were having second thoughts about the wis- 
dom of extending their direct labour activi- 
ties, Mr. Hopley added. Previously they 
had been prone to deceive thernselves by 
failing to take fully into account their over- 
heads and incidental costs, or by modifying 
their specification when they found the direct 
labour job costing more than estimated. 
Direct labour departments should tender in 
competition with contractors, and only ob- 
tain the contract if the tender were as low 
as that of any good contractor. 


The Regional Officers appointed at the 
meeting were as follows :— 


Senior vice-president, Mr. H. Snow (W. H. 
Snow, Ltd.); junior vice-president, Mr. R. uA 
Costain (R. Costain & Sons (Liverpool), Ltd.); 
honorary auditors, J. L. Rawsthorne (J. L. 
Rawsthorne, Ltd.) and Mr. A. A. Stott (James 
Stott & Sons, Ltd.). Mr. T. Wilfrid Platt was 
re-elected as honorary treasurer. 





Employment in Building 


The national labour force continued to 
grow in 1955, and in October there were 
over 250,000 more in civil employment than 
a year earlier. An analysis of the distri- 
bution of the extra manpower from 1948 to 
1955 js given in the January issue of 
the Bulletin for Industry, issued by the 
Treasury. The number employed in building 
and contracting (June) in 1955 was 1,465,000; 
the average change, 1948-55, was + 2,000; 
the change 1953-54 was +4: 16,000; ditto 
1954-55 was + 12,000; and the percentage 
change 1954-55 was + 0.8. 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 


(From Our Own Correspondents) 





BORNEO.—A project to build a modern 
port in Brunei will play a large part in build- 
ing up the island’s economy. A development 
committee has recommended that a sum of 
£150,000 should be earmarked immediately 
to allow the consultants to go ahead with all 
necessary surveys. The fotal cost of the 
port, which is to be situated at Muara, is 
expected to be about £34m., of which nearly 
three-quarters will be for actual construction, 
including dredging, wharves and go-downs. 
The remaining sum will be spent on roads, 
water and electrical supplies and services. .. . 
Development scheme proposals put forward 
by the Brunei Medical Department involve 
capital expenditure of almost £23m. and an 
annual recurrent expenditure of almost 
£750,000. The proposals, in addition to pro- 
viding for extensive reorganisation in train- 
ing, include provision for the rebuilding of 
the Brunei Town Hospital. 


BRAZIL.—Krupps, the giant Ruhr steel 
firm of Essen, is to build a £3m. factory in 
Brazil to produce heavy transport vehicles. 

DOMINICA .—A contract has been signed 
between the Government and Felix Senitez 
Rexach for the construction of new harbour 
works at Boca Chica at a total cost of just 
over £1m. Plans call for the dredging of 
an entrance channel and harbour on the 
western side of the bay to a depth of 32 
feet. Quays will be constructed with a 
lineal measurement of 610 metres at a cost 
of about £600,000. The work is to be com- 
pleted in two years and the new port will 
be used chiefly for sugar loading 
Construction of the new international air- 
port at Punta Caucede will be undertaken 
by the Concretera Dominicana at an esti- 
mated cost of £3m. The airport, situated 
some 22 kilometres from Ciudad Trujillo, 
will have a main concrete runway 2,250 
metres in length, auxiliary runways, and a 
passenger terminal covering 5,400 square 
metres. The basic plans have been designed 
to meet the general recommendations of 
the International Civil Aviation Organisation 
and the Civil Aeronautical Administration 
inthe USA ... A number of new hotels are 
being planned for Dominica by the Am- 
bassador hotel chain of the USA. Three 
new hotels are to be opened next year by 
this company. : 

EGYPT.—A new steel mill is to be built 
by the Egyptian Iron and Steel Company 
near Helwan. It is hoped that part of the 
plant will be ready for production by July, 
1957. The mill will cost about £16m. and 
It is being partly financed by the National 
Production and the Industrial Bank. Some 
2,000 men will be employed on the site. 
The Egyptian Atomic Energy Commission 
Secretary General, Dr. Abdel Rahman, who 
was in England recently, said on his return 
that he had hopes of acquiring a small 
reactor for training and research purposes. 


PHILIPPINES.—A_ Public Works Bill 
recently approved by the Government pro- 
vides for expenditure on public works 
amounting to over £60m.... The money 
is being allocated approximately as follows: 
Buildings, £500,000; highways, £3}m.; 
artesian _— wells, £300,000; = waterworks. 
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£500,000; irrigation, £300,000; maintenance 
and repair of national buildings, £150,000; 
repair, maintenance and operation of air- 
ports, £60,000; construction, reconstruction, 
alteration, improvement and repair of mis- 
cellaneous construction projects, £2}m.; and 
construction, reconstruction, improvement 
and repair of selected projects, £1}m. For 
school-building over £4m. is being allocated. 
Port works take up nearly £1m., and the 
large single sum of £45m. is set aside for 
what are termed public works projects to 
be financed from bond issue.... A syn- 
thetic glue factory initially costing US 
$750,000 is to be erected in the vicinity of 
Manila by the Borden Company, of New 
York. The plant will supply glue to the 
local plywood industry.... <A muffler, 
exhaust and pipe factory for all makes of 
American cars and trucks is planned to be 
erected at Caloocan, Rizal, sponsored by 
the Maremount Overseas Corporation of the 
United States.... Highways equipment 
engineers of the Bureau of Public Highways 
are studying the revision of their specifica- 
tions so that European manufacturers can 
participate in future biddings for. the pur- 
chase of equipment. ... The Manila Rail- 
road Company is to build a new line from 
San Jose, Nueva Ecija to Tuguegarao, a 
distance of 337 kilometres, with materials it 
hopes to obtain when agreement is reached 
with the Japanese over reparations. 


SWEDEN.—A second atomic reactor is 
to be built at Studsvik, south-east of Stock- 
holm, by AB Atomenergi. In addition to 
this reactor and one or two new small ones 
largely for experimental purposes to be built 
by AB Atomenergi, the State Power Board, 
in co-operation with the AB Atomenergi and 
the Swedish General Electric Company, pro- 
poses to construct a 75,000-Kw. atomic 
heating plant aad a 100,000-Kw. atomic 
electric generating station. 


THAILAND.—The Irrigation Department 
of Thailand has placed an order worth 
£600,000 with Messrs. Fried Krupp Rhein- 
Lansen, of Germany, for a cement works 
to be set up at Tha Klee, near Chainat, to 
supply the department’s cement require- 
ments. The works are to produce a mini- 
mum of 60,000 tons of Portland cement a 
year. The construction work the Irrigation 
Department has in hand requires about 
30,000 tons of cement a year, and if projects 
which the department has in view materialise 
total requirements will rise to 100,000 tons 
a year. 


Canadian Building Warning 


THE WINNIPEG correspondent of The 
Times reports an item of interest to British 
manufacturers and intending emigrants to 
Canada. It is a report that Canada’s current 
building boom is outstripping the resources 
of the construction industry. Mr. W. G. 
Malcolm, president of the Canadian Con- 
struction Association, has told 800 members 
that lack of materials and trained men is 
holding up the construction schedules. He 
added that $5,000m. worth of construction 
had been completed in Canada in the last 
year but that slow deliveries of materials 
such as structural steel would limit future 
expansion. The training programme had 
failed to keep up with the pace of expan- 
sion, and that included engineers, superin- 
tendents, estimators and apprentices. 
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RETENTION MONEYS 
Nottingham Board’s 
Recommendations 


AT A MEETING last year of the Nottingham 
Architects’ and Builders’ Consultative Board, 
certain recommendations were made relat- 
ing to the maximum amount of the retention 
fund; and the amount of attendance from 
builders upon nominated sub-contractors. 


These recommendations have now been 
ratified by the Nottingham, Derby and 
Lincoln Society of Architects and the 


Nottingham and District Association of 
Building Trades Employers. 


After consideration by the Board of the 
effect on the building industry of the Chan- 
cellor’s credit policy, it was decided that the 
maximum amount of the retention fund 
should not exceed 10 per cent.; provided 
that where this fund reached 5 per cent. of 
the value of the contract, no further 
retention should be deducted. This amount 
would be reduced by one half upon the 
practical completion of the work. 


The Builders’ Association had received 
several complaints from their members that 
bills of quantities were being received which 
required an unknown amount of attendance 
from the builder upon nominated sub-con- 
tractors. The builders had no objection to 
the inclusion of “ ordinary attendance and 
assisting to unload” where their past ex- 
perience could be relied upon to indicate 
fairly accurately the amount of attendance 
involved. If, however, the complexity or 
amount of work could not readily be assessed 
in this manner, then it was agreed that either 
the work should be fully described to enable 
a price to be accurately assessed; or the 
item should be covered by a provisional sum. 


It was felt that this point was of particular 
importance in the case of prefabricated struc- 
tures or modern developments in a particu- 
lar trade where the attendance might be 
costly or of a complex nature. 


BUILDING AND THE CREDIT 
SQUEEZE 
Watch on Developments 


Mr. Harvey G. Frost, OBE, National 
President, speaking at the annual general 
meeting of the Eastern Federation of Build- 
ing Trades’ Employers at Cambridge, on 
January 18, said: “A problem which is likely 
to loom more largely in the future is the re- 
sult of what is known as the ‘ credit squeeze.’ 
Having said good-bye to most of the direct 
controls, under the handicap of which we 
laboured for so long, we are now faced by 
the possibly no less effective results of the 
policy of the Government in the restriction 
of finance. 


“We have been assured that it is still 
the wish of the Government to keep our 
industry as busy as the general economic 
situation will allow, and that Ministers 
realise that fluctuations in the volume of the 
building programme can lead to disruption 
and wasted effort and are, therefore, closely 
watching the position. The Ministers of 
Works and of Housing have both asked us 
to keep them regularly informed of develop- 
ments.” 





184 


The Scottish Builder 


Central Redevelopment, 


Greenock 
THE RECENT INQUIRY into Greenock’s 
proposed boundary extension, and _ the 


granting of a smaller extension than the 
Corporation sought, emphasises the impor- 
tance of central redevelopment in the town. 
Greenock has three central redevelopment 
areas, two of which are partly completed. 
The third is the Central Station area, which 
is still in the planning stage, and which 
promises to be the most imposing of the 
three schemes because of its varied character 
and proximity to the municipal buildings. 

This scheme will have 100 houses and 
offices, commercial premises and_ shops 
giving a blend of occupational uses yet 
having a residential character. The plans 
for the scheme have been approved by the 
Corporation, with the exception of a nine- 
storey block of flats, which has had to be 
withdrawn from the plan. It may be, how- 
ever, that sheer pressure of space will force 
a return to consideration of high-level 
building. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Pians provisionally approved by County 

Planning Authority for new town hall. 

umbarton. —Plans by the architects of the Dum- 
barton Equitable Co-operative Society, Dumbarton- 
rd., Bowling, for new Premises at Park-st., have been 
approved (est. cost £27,000). 

Dumbarton.—Plans approved for another develop- 
ment at Bellsmyre housing scheme of 256 flats. A: 
J. Austin Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans approved by CC for new 
county buildings at a site at Crosslet. Council A: 
P. B. Gibb, Ferry-rd., Bowling, Dumbartonshire. 

East Kilbride. —Plans approved for new county fire 
Station at Cronweld-rd. A: William R. Watt (F), Plan- 
ning and Architectural Dept., Albert-st., Motherwell- 
Wishaw. 


Glasgow.—Plans approved for scheme of new 
houses at Titwood-rd. A: John S. Boyd (FB), 
248, West George-st., Glasgow, WC2. Principal 
contrs.: 


William S. Gordon & Co., Ltd., 
td., Glasgow, WC4 
Glasgow. —Plans pre spared by the 
Hospital Board, West Regent-st., 
additions to the Glasgow 
Woman’s Hospital, George-st. 
Gksgow.—Plans 


104. Crow- 


West Regional 
for extensions and 
Royal Maternity and 


q approved for a new clinic at 
Linthcroft-rd. A: Archibald G. Jury (F), Housing, 
Planning and Architectural Dept., The Trongate, 


Glasgow, EC]. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for large scheme of de- 
velopments which are to be carried out at the ground 
to the east of Robroyston-rd., to be largely for indus- 


trial use. First part of the plans is sewage 
works at an estimated cost of £17,000. A: Planning 
and Architectural Dept., Municipal-bldgs., George- 


sq., Glasgow, Cl. 

Glasgow.—HC approved layout plan for 96 dwell- 
ings in 2 four-storey and 4 three-storey blocks at 
24-acre site between Rutherglen-rd., Lawmoor-st., 
Ballater-st. and Commercial-rd., in Hutchesontown- 
Gorbals area. 

HMawick.—Plans in the hands of the 
Lyle & Scott & Co., Ltd.. Lothian-st., 
reconstruction of a three-storey 
Bongate. 

Island of Orkney.—Plans in hand for Kirkwall 
Corporation for a scheme of reconstruction and addi- 
tions (est. cost £21,000) at Tankerness House, Broad- 
st., Kirkwall. 

Lanarkshire. —Plans approved for scheme of houses 
at the Arden Housing Scheme, Thornliebank. A: 
J. Austin Bent (A), 15, Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans prepared for additions to The 
Clyde Hotel, Main-st., Bothwell. A: J. B. Souter, 
Son, and Main, 63, Almada-st., Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for workshops and 
offices at Glentore estate for the National Coal Board. 
A: NCB Architects, 36, Robertson-st., Glasgow, WC2. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans approved for petrol station, 
showrooms and offices at Edinburgh-rd. A: Robert 
Marshall (F), 43, Broadisholm-rd., Baillieston. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans by the architects of the Clyde 
Paper Manufacturing Co., Ltd., Rutherglen, approved 
for new buibdings at their works. 

Lanarkshire.—Memorial Hall planned 
briggs site (est. cost £50,000). 


architects of 
Hawick, for 
building at The 


at a Bishop- 
Council A: William 


R. Watt (F), Planning and Architectural Dept., 
Albert-st., Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Stirling.—Plans by the architects of the Stirling 
Precast Co., Ltd., Korse-rd., for new buildings 


approved. 

Stirlingshire.—Pians by the architects of Miller and 
MacGregor, Ltd., Grangemouth, have been approved 
for new garage at Paris-st., Grangemouth. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement 


previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger ({) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JANUARY 28. 
+Essex CC — er oe to tender for (1) canteen 
at St. Edwards C of E Sec. Sch., Romford, £12,000 
est; (2) additional classroom accommodation, etc. 
at Maldon Gram. Sch, £22,500 est. County A. 
FEBRUARY 1. 
*+Lincoln (Barts of Kesteven) CC.—Conversion of 


pages of this and 





* Stonebridge House,’’ Grantham, into Divisional 
Police Headquarters. County A, County Offices, 
Sle ord, Lines. 

+ New castle-upon-Tyne Education Com.—Erection 


complete of Rutherford High Sch. 
site east of Grange-rd. and of 
adjoining site fronting West-rd. 
Tenders by March 19. 

*tWorcs CC.—Seven-classroom 
sch. at Studley-rd., Redditch. 
st., Worcester. Dep. £5 5s. 

FEBRUARY 2. 

*+Birmingham City C.—Factorv, 
A. G. Sheppard Fidler, City A. 
by February 27. 


for 600 pupils at 
swimming bath at 
City A. Dep: £2 2s. 


and jun. 
14, Castle- 


infants’ 
County A, 


Head. 
Tenders 


Holloway 
Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 3. 


Lichfield City C.—Inclusion in approved list of 


building contractors. City E&S. 
FEBRUARY 4. 
Gillingham BC.—43 _ brick-built — traditional-tvpe 
dwellings at Brompton. Boro’ E. Den. £5 Ss. 


Margate BC.—Block of 12 flats at High-st. Boro’ 
E. 

FEBRUARY 6. 

*+Colchester TC.—Erection of 
Duncan Clark & Beckett, 7, West 
Colchester. Dep. £2 2s. 

*+Peterborough Joint Education Boards.—Extensions 
to Peterborough Technical College (approx. value 
£70,000). Portress & Richardson, architects. Lloyds 
Bank-chbrs., Peterborough. Tenders by April 18. 

FEBRUARY 8. 

Manchester City C.—(1) Erection of College for 
Further Education, Wythenshawe: (2) erection § of 
Barlow Hall Sec. Sch., Chorlton-cum-Hardy; (3) erec- 
tion of assembly hall, classroom, gymnasium and 
works to existing buildings at Didsbury Training 
College; (4) erection of central block, caretaker’s 
house, and rural studies unit at Sharston Sec. Sch.. 
Wythenshawe: (5) alterations and additions to Benchill 
Prim. Sch., Wythenshawe; (6) extensions and adapta- 
tions to Margaret Barclay Special Sch.. Mobberley, 
Cheshire; (7) general alterations (phase 6) at Nicholls 
Sec. Sch. for Boys, Ardwick: (8) alterations to staff 
rooms (phase 8) at Nicholls Sec. Sch. for Bovs. 
City A: P.O., Box No. 488, Town Hall. 

FEBRUARY 11. 

*East Grinstead UDC.—Improvement works to 206. 
dwellings. R. H. & R. - Clutton, 92, High-st., East 
Grinstead. Dep. £2 2 

FEBRUARY 13. 

*+Portsmouth City C.—(a) 90 pram and 
stores to Corporation flats: and (b) 102 houses, 
Leigh, site 7. City A. Dep. £1 each. 

*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Kitchen and dining-room at 
St. Bernard’s Convent High Sch., Westcliff-on-Sea. 
Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. Dep. £2. 

FEBRUARY 16. 

*Barnes TC.—Contract No. 1: 8 additional flats to 
existing block at Chertsey-court, Mortlake: contract 
No. 2: 12 garages at Chertsey-court. BE&S, Municipal 
Offices, Sheen-la., SW14. 

FEBRUARY 20. 

*Flintshire CC.—School, Queensferry. 
(L), County A, Llwynegrin, Mold. 

FEBRUARY 21. 

*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Kitchen and dining-room 
at (a) Earls Hall Sch.: (b) Southchurch Hall Sch. 
Boro’ A, 30, Alexandra-st. Dep. £2. 

*Southend-on-Sea CB.—Classroom 
Blenheim Prim. Sch., Leigh-on-Sea. 
Alexandra-st. Dep. £2. 

FEBRUARY 27. 

*Ayclifie Development Corporation.—17Z1 
Newton Avcliffe. Chief Arch., 

Durham. Dep. £2 2s. 


FEBRUARY 29. 
**+York City C.—Maintenance of schoo] buildings. 


crematorium. 
Stockwell-st., 


cycle 
West 


W. Griffiths 
Dep. £3 3s. 


extensions at 
Boro’ A, 30, 


houses, 
Newton Aycliffe, Co. 


City A, 8, St. Leonard’s-pl. Dep. £1 
MARCH 6. 
*Lindsey CC.—Second instalment, secondary 
modern sch., Spilsby. A R. Clark (A), County A. 
Lincoln. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC, 


JANUARY 30. 
Horbury UDC.—Road materials and works. Egg. 
Mansfield BC.—Road materials, etc. Boro’ E&s, 
FEBRUARY 2. 


Leeds City C.—Road materials, etc Highways 
E., 155, Kirkstall-rd., Leeds, 4. : 
FEBRUARY 4. 
Chadderton UDC.—Building and road materials, 
ete: E&S. 
Felling UDC.—Building materials. Ch. Housing 
Officer. 


Mitcham BC.—-Road materials, etc. Deputy Boro’ 
S 


Wembley BC. 


-Road materials, fencing and ser. 
vices. Boro’ E&S. 
FEBRUARY 6. 
Brighouse BC.—Road materials. Boro’ E. 
Dewsbury CBC.—Road materials. Boro’ E 


Farnham UDC.—Road materials and work, E&s, 

Frinton and Walton UDC.—Road materials. E&s, 

Warrington.—Road materials. E&S 

Westhoughton UDC.—Road materials, etc, -S 
FEBRUARY 7. 

-Road materials. E&S. 
FEBRUARY 8. 

-Building and road materials, ete, 


Carlton UDC, 


Chertsey UDC.- 
E&S. 
CORRECTION 
Dunstable BC.—Exterior painting and treatment to 
cement-rendered surfaces of 222 houses at Beecroft 
and Brewer’s Hill estates and external painting of 126 
houses and flats at Chiltern-rd. estate. Housing 
Estates Mer., Priory House, High-st. South Dep. 
£i is. 
Rugby BC.—Road materials. Boro’ S 
FEBRUARY 9. 
Metropolitan Water Board.—Building 
materials and services. Chief E 


FEBRUARY 10. 

*Wrexham BC.—Materials. BE&S. 

FEBRUARY 11. 

-Road materials. Boro’ E&S. 
—Road materials, etc. S 
FEBRUARY 13. 

Cowes UDC.—Road materials, etc. S. 

New Sarum City C.—Building and road materials, 
etc. City E. 
Shrewsbury BC. 
Boro’ S. 

Yeovil BC.— 


and other 


Accrington BC. 
Goole RDC. 


—Building and road materials, ete. 


Road materials. Boro’ S 
FEBRUARY 15. 


Barking BC.—Road and building materials. Boro’ 
E&S. 
FEBRUARY 16. ; ; 
Bangor City C.—Road materials. City S 
FEBRUARY 17. 
Barnsley CBC.—Road materials. Boro’ E&S. 
Stamford.—Road materials. c. 
FEBRUARY 18. 
Chester Corpn.—Road materials. City F&S. 
Eastbourne CBC.—Road materials. Boro’ S. 
FEBRUARY 20. 
Bucks CC.—Road works and materials. County S. 
Northumberland CC.—Road materials, etc. County 


os 
FEBRUARY 22. 
Padiham UDC.—Road materials, 


Water E. 
FEBRUARY 24. 
Morecambe and Heysham BC, 
pipes, etc. Boro’ E. 
FEBRUARY 27. 
—Road materials. S. 


pipes, etc. S.& 


-Road materials, 


Atherton UDC, 


MUNICIPAL AND CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


FEBRUARY 3. 

Lichfield City C.—Inclusion in approved 

civil engineering contractors. City E&S. 
FEBRUARY 6. 

Brierley Hill UDC.—Final surfacing and layout of 
splay corners and additional drainage works at 
housing estates, comprising 10,070 super. yds. road- 
works, 12,560 super. yds. footpaths, 3.650 lin. yds. 
kerbing, a lin. yds. 36-in/9-in. dia. pipes, ete. 
S&S. £3 3s. 

Luton Water Co.—R.c. and mass concrete reservoir 


list of 


of 1 million gals. capacity, associated pipework, etC.. 
adjacent to Whitehill Farm. Binnie, Deacon & 
Gourley, engrs., Artillery House, SW1. Dep. £10. 


Manchester City C.—Surfacing of 5,000 sq. yds. 
carriageway in bitumen macadam, relaying 1,200 lin. 
vds. kerb and nda of 1,200 lin. yds. 18-in. to 9-in. 
s.w. sewer. City S. 

Stevenage Development 


Corpn.—Inclusion in 
approved lists of contractors 


for civil engineering 


works to be let in 1956 in contracts of £50,000 or 
follows (1) estate development, 
(4) water mains. 


over, as 
drainage, (3) main roads, 


(2) main 
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FEBRUARY 9. 


Chertsey UDC.—Site preparation works, incl. 
3745 sq. yds. concrete carriageway _and — tanmac 
aprons, 900 lin. yds. 6-in. and 9-in. dia. soil sewer, 


500 in. yds. 9-in. ie s.W. sewer at Free Prae housing 
i . Dep. Ss. 

wi Obestee City C.—Davyhulme sewage works ex- 
tensions (a) supply of mild steel reinforcing bars, (b) 
supply of high tensile wire mesh reinforcement, (c) 
supply and erection of structural steelwork for minor 
puildings. City S. 

FEBRUARY 13. 

Kingsclere and Whitchurch RDC.—4,900 lin. yds. 
g.in, and 6-in. dia. concrete, spun-iron and stoneware 
sewers, sewage disposal works, etc. Lemon & Blizard, 
constg. engrs., Lansdowne House, Castle-la., South- 
ampton. Dep. £3. 

Richmond (Yorks) RDC.—Eppleby sewerage—(]1) 
Provision and laying of 1,200 yds. 9-in. and 6-in. 
earthenware pipe sewers, manholes, etc., and small 
sewage disposal works; (2) supply and erection of 
pumping plant in duplicate. Arnold Brooksbank, 
MICE, Council’s constg. engr., 48, Sunbridge-rd., 
Bradford. Dep. £3 3s. each contract. 

FEBRUARY 16. 
Cardiff City C.—Llanishen relief sewer—3,700 yds. 


%-in. to 18-in. dia. sewers in Lake-rd. East and 
adjoining districts, with manholes, diversions, etc. 
City S. Dep. £5 5s. 


FEBRUARY 17. 
Atcham RDC.—Construction of 6,400 yds. 10-in./ 
}in, spun-iron water mains, fittings and chambers on 
routes Rowton to Alberbury, Halfway House to Stan- 


ford and Wollaston and Lea Cross to Shorthill. Pipe 
deliveries expected in June. E&S. Dep. £1 Is. 

Staffordshire CC.—Repairs to bridges, 1956/7. 
County C. 


FEBRUARY 18. 
Cwmbran UDC.—1} million-gallon service reservoir 
at Upper Cwmbran, Mon, having floor area 20,000 sq. 
ft. in two compartments with mass concrete walls, 


precast beams, columns and roof members, with 
recorder and meter house, fencing, road and foot- 
paths, etc. Waterworks Engr. Dep. £3 3s. 


FEBRUARY 20. 

Driffield UDC.—Sewerage works comprising trunk 
sewer and branches, 760 yds. c.i. pipes, storm over- 
flow chambers and storm water overflows, 560 yds. 
concrete pipes; intercepting sewer, 430 yds. salt- 
glazed ware pipes; s.w. sewer, 330 yds. salt-glazed 
ware pipes, and subsidiary drainage works, 2,250 yds 
salt-eglazed ware pipes. John Dossor, MICE, Council’s 
constg. engr., Monk Bar-chbrs., York. Dep. £10. 

FEBRUARY 21. 

Chertsey UDC.—Two r.c. pumping stations and 
short lengths pumping main up to 18-in. dia. to 
connect into existing system, and ancillary site works. 
John Taylor & Sons, engrs., Artillery House, SWI. 


Dep. £5. 
FEBRUARY 22. 

Birmingham City C.—Straightening, widenirtg, 
deepening and improvement of two miles of River 
Tame, including 76,000 cu. yds. excavation, s.w. 
sewers, etc. City E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

FEBRUARY 24. 

Cranbrook RDC.—Benenden main drainage—3,000 
lin. yds. 6-in. dia. sewer, small sewage disposal works, 
pumping station, etc. Howard Humphreys & Sons, 
constg. engrs., Victoria Station House, SW1. Dep 


£3 3s. 
FEBRUARY 27. 

Arnold UDC.—1960 yds. 5l-in. to 18-in. dia. s.w. 
concrete tube culverts, with manholes, etc.; 1,880 
yds. 24-in. to 12-in. dia. foul sewers, with manholes, 
etc.; and extensions to storage area, including 25,000 
cu. yds. excavation. Elliott & Brown, Council’s constg 


engrs., Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep 
£10 10s. . 
FEBRUARY 29. 
Oswestry RDC.—Weston Rhyn and Chirk joint 


sewerage and sewage disposal. J. D. & D. M. Watson, 
MM.ICE, Council’s constg. engrs., 18, Queen Anne’s 
Gate, SWI. Dep. £10 10s. 
MARCH 26. 
Manchester City C.—Stage la of Davyhulme sewage 


works extensions. City S. Dep. £10. 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Beckenham.—SiTE FOR FLats.—The BC is investi- 
gating probable purchase of the Abbey School and 
grounds site for building 120 flats. 

City.—Ha__.—The Worshipful Company of 
Butchers has received planning permission for the 
construction of a new hall. It will contain ban- 
queting space for 150 members and will be built on 
the site of the old hall in Bartholomew-close. 

Croydon.—Housinc.—BC is to purchase land for 
housing at Grant-place/Lower Addiscombe-rd.—HC 
Propose, subject to the necessary consents, to use 
land at Ashburton Housing Estate for housing pur- 
Poses. 

Croydon.—Factory BuILpING.—The Southern 
Foundries, Ltd., Purley Way, have applied for per- 
mission to erect a new building at their premises in 
Purley Way. The architects are Riches & Blythin, 
16, Northumberland-ave., WC2. 

Hornchurch.—CuHuRCH.—Planning permission — has 
been received for the erection of a Roman Catholic 
church at Front-la., Cranham. 
_Islington.—REDEVELOPMENT.—BC is interested in 
Sites over the borough that are capable of redevelop- 
ment by a total of some 684 houses. 


THE BUILDER 


Islington.—SwiMMING Poo..—BC intend a capital 
expenditure of £217,100 on the rebuilding of the 
swimming pool at Hornsey Road Baths. The archi- 
test a M. B. Cross, FRIBA, 45-46, New Bond- 
St. ° 

Lewisham,.—MAIsSONETTES.—Council is to build 12 
maisonettes at Sydenham Park-rd. (est. cost £26,000). 

Malden and Coombe.—BriDGE WIDENING.—BC has 
submitted schemes to the Ministry of Transport for 
widening and rebuilding the railway bridges outside 
Malden and Worcester Park stations (estimated cost 
£215,000). 

Marylebone.—ScHooL.—LCC has 
erection of a school at Walmer-place, 

Muswell Hill.—FLats AND GaraGes.—The former 
Summerland Cinema in Summerland-gardens is to be 
demolished; 36 flats and 24 garages are to be built 
in its place. 


proposed the 





(PROVINCIAL) 


Atherton..—Lancs. EC proposes prefabricated day 
special school. County A., Preston. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—EC approved plans for Stage 1 
»f new buildings at St. Paul’s CofE sch., £10,000 
est. 

Biggleswade.—Housing Exec. Com. instructed A to 
prepare plans of 33 houses and bungalows ‘“* incor- 
porating as many cost-saving features as possible,’’ 
for persons displaced from clearance areas. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Plans in hand for erection of 
Presbyterian church and hall at Marsh House-ave. 
A: S. W. Milburn & Partners (F), 9, Esplanade, 
Sunderland. 

Billingham-on-Tees.—Durham CC plans prim. sch. 
at Rievaulx-ave., and nursery schls. at Sidlaw-rd., 
Corfe-cres. and Quenby-rd. 

Birkenhead.—HC authorised Boro’ A to negotiate 
with William Thornton & Sons, Ltd., for erection of 
200 maisonettes in two 10-storey T-shaped blocks at 
bombed site at Oak-st. and Eldon-p!. £500,000 est.— 


HC plans to build 150 new four-storey flats at 
Grosvenor-st., Rock Ferry. 
Birmingham.—MofH has agreed to finance third 


phase of Coventry and Warwickshire Hospital rebuild- 
ing scheme, new mental hospital at a West Midland 
site to be selected, and new general hospital at 
Coventry for Birmingham Regional Hospital Brd. 

Blyth.—Post Office to erect mew three-storey 
automatic telephone exchange at Marine-terr. 

Bootle.—Thomas Wright & Sons (Builders), Ltd., 
99, Park-la. West, propose housing development at 
the Stand Park Estate, Netherton. 

Brandon (Durham).—New convent at Burn Hall, 
St. Joseph’s Foreign Mission College, proposed. 
£30,000 est. A: Robert Burke (L), Lambton House, 
Lambton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Bredbury and Romily.—UDC proposes the erection 
of new Civic Hall, £50,000 estimated, and extensions 
to Council Offices, £25,000 estimated. 

Bridgnorth. RDC approved the erection of a new 
Secondary Modern Schoo! at Bridgnorth. Propose 
the erection of 250 houses during next five years 

Bury.—EC to prepare detailed plans for the pro- 
posed new Goshen County Primary School.— 
Middleton & Co. (Blackburn), Ltd., Bank-st. Sidings, 
Blackpool, propose the erection of houses and shops 
adjoining the Bluebell Hotel, Manchester-rd 

Canterbury.—City C approved in principle sketch 
plans for proposed indoor swimming pool at Worth- 


gate-p!l. £95,000 est. 
Chester.—TC approved plans, a new paddock block 
at The Roodee for the Chester Race Co., Ltd.— 


New distribution depot and offices on the Sealand-rd. 
Industrial Estate for H. J. Heinz & Co., Ltd., 
London. 

Chippenham.—Outline scheme for conversion of 
Monkton Park House into flats approved by TC and 
architects to be appointed to prepare detailed plans. 

Chorley.—TC approved erection of 84 houses at 
Cowling Brow site.—Plans approved for new office 
block at Yarrow-rd. for Downs Coulter & Co., Ltd. 

Cirencester.—Gloucestershire County Planning 
Com. approved layout of proposed new police station 
and magistrates’ court. 

Coventry.—TC proposes aged persons’ home at 
Acorn-st., Stoke Aldermoor.—Banks & James, Ltd., 
propose new warehouse and offices at Radford-rd. 
A: W. S. Hatrell & Ptnrs., Queens-rd. 

Cumberland.—CC. obtaining tenders for building 
new area library at Flatts Walks, Whitehaven. 
County A, 15, Portland-sq., Carlisle. 

Darlington.—New county police headquarters and 
police station proposed at Bridge-st. County A. 

Darwen.—BC approved plans for new loading bay 
at Back Avondale-rd., for Bolton Slippers, Ltd. 

Dudley.—TC to prepare plans for branch library at 
Saltwells-rd. and for three-storey dwellings at Old 
Park Farm estate.—To invite tenders for aged per- 





sons’ bungalows at Holly Hiall-rd. 
Felling (Durham).—Application to be made for 
transfer of licence of ‘‘ Oddfellows’ Arms ’’ hotel, 


Davidson-rd., to proposed new premises to be erected 
at Leam-la. housing unit. A: G. E. Charlewood (F), 
14, Neville-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Gateshtead.—Boro’ E. has prepared revised plan for 
shopping centre at Beacon Lough estate to include 
nine shops with 12 flats or maisonettes over, 15 houses, 
and sites for public-house and church.—TC to spend 
£17,000 on alterations, including installation of 
passenger lift at ‘block ‘‘ Ashwood ”’ at Fountain 
View home.—TC seeks Ministry planning consent for 
erection of crematorium at South Cemetery. 

Gillingham.—Survey work has been carried out at 
Hoath-la., Gillingham, with view to building 125 
houses for naval officers. 

Gillingham.—BC to build 54 
people and 37 new houses. 


new flats for old 
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Glendale.—-RDC's .slum_ clearance 
involves building of 86 houses at Wooler. S. 

Hexham.—RDC to build five old people’s houses 
at Newborough. 

Heywood.—IC seeks loan £40,000 for extensions 
to Municipal Buildings. 

Howden.—RDC to build six bungalows for old 
people at Howden and 12 houses at North Cave in 
1956 programme. 

Leamington.—HC recommends following _pro- 
gramme for 1956-57: 13 shops and flats at Crown- 
way, 71 flats and maisonetes in same area, 74 houses 
and maisonettes at Mason-ave., and 35 fits, houses 
and old people’s dwellings at Kingsway Corner. 

Liverpool.—Plans approved for six-storey modern 
office building for Marine Society at Clarke’s-pl. 
Bishopsgate. Work to commence next year. i 

Manchester.—Regional Hospital Board, Cheetwood- 
rd., Manchester 8, proposes conversion of temporary 
government offices into hospital for chronic sick at 
junction: Nell-la./Burton-rd. and Fielden-rd., Withing- 
ton. Plans by Staff A: T. Duffy (F).—Albert Locke 
(1940), Ltd., propose erection of 44 houses and 
garages at Holliney-rd., Goldie-ave. and Gresty-ave. 
Peel Hall, Wythenshawe. A: Price, Nunn 4 
Quysner (A), 180, Oxford-rd., Manchester.—Brookes 
Biscuits, Ltd., propose lift and loading bay to biscuit 
factory at Sharston-rd. and Bradnor-rd., Northenden. 
Constg. engs.: Taylor, Whalley & Spyra, 103, Port- 
land-st., Manchester. ‘ 

Manchester.—Roy & Ptnrs., Ltd., propose the 
erection of a block of 48 flats with lock-up garages 
at Wilmslow-rd. and Cromwell Range, Rusholme. 
A: Peter Cummings, 16, Oxford-st., Manchester. 

Middlesbrough.—EC inviting tenders for alterations 
and additions, £75,000 est., to Acklam Hall boys’ 
gram. sch. A: Needham, Thorpe & White (F), 6 
High Petergate, York. QS: C. E. Peverley, Church- 
st., York. Consulting Engrs.: Carins & Byles, 
Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Tenders also invited 
for proposed additions to Kirby sec. gram. sch., 
£66,000 est. A: Geo. H. Gray & Ptnrs. (F), 52, 
Camden-st., North Shields. QS: J. W. Summers & 
Ptnrs., 33, Jesmond-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne.—P. R. 
Middleton (A), Court-chbrs., Albert-rd., Middles- 
brough, appointed architect for proposed Middle Beck 
No. 3 cty. sec. sch.—MofE approved sketch plans 
for proposed Prissick No. 1 cty. sec. sch. Education 
A. £162,000 est.—Duncanson & Son, Ltd., builders, 
Acklam-rd., Middlesbrough, to build 18 houses at 
The Oval.—EC to use 78 acres of land at Prissick 
Farm for erection of five sec. schs. and six acres of 
land at Amersham-rd., Berwick Hills, for RC prim. 
sch.—Boro’ E prepared plans for 60 flats at Pallister 
Park (first development). 

_ Middlesbrough.—Newcastle Hospital Brd. consider- 
ing £16,000 scheme for skin out-patients’ department 
at Carter Bequest Hospital. Board’s Chief A. 

Morley.—TC approved plans for two shops and 26 
houses at Harthill estate, Gildersome, for Jack Lunn 
& Co., Ltd., 11, Bradford-rd., Stanningley. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City C to spend £87,000 on 
erection of 56 flats and maisonettes at Kenton North 
housing estate. City A: G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth 
Market.—City C to spend £10,000 on further instal- 
ment of its scheme for building sports stadium at 
Ouseburn Tip. City 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—James Hogg, proprietor of Fox 
and Hounds Garage, Newcastle, has approached City 
C regarding suitable site for erection of parking 
garage to hold 600 cars and provide servicing facili- 
ties. Proposed building will ‘be about 12 storeys high. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Plans approved for offices at 
The Close for ‘National Union of Seamen. G. H 
Gray (F), Portland-terr, Newcastle. 

Northampton.—BC approved plans for residential 
development at corner Kettering-rd./Beech-ave., for 
H. Holloway & Sons, Ltd., 8, Clarence-ave., North- 
ampton. 

Northampton.—TP approval to Adnitt Bros., Ltd.. 
The Drapery, for redevelopment scheme, £300,000 
est., involving reconstruction of 80 per cent. of 
present premises. 


programme 


lon 





Plymouth.—Proposals for rebuilding bombed 
‘* Ashley Arms ’’ hotel, Ashley-pl., are before 
MofH&LG.—Beaufort Hotel, also bombed, to be 


rebuilt for Ash & Son (Devon), Ltd. 


Retford.—Further 100 houses to be built at West 
Hill estate, Ordsall, during 1956/7, and tenders to 
be invited for first instalment of 20 two-bedroom 
and 30 three-bedroom type houses in accordance with 
approved draft layout plan. 

Salford.—TC proposes improvement 
Baths at Blackfriars-rd., £23,000 est. 

Seaham.—UDC to build 218 houses under its slum 
clearance programmes. S: A. M. Smith. 

Sheffield.—Regional Hospital Board appointed 
Young & Hall, 9, Southampton-row, WC1. as archi- 
tects for erection of radio cobalt unit at Derbyshiré 
Royal Infirmary, Derby. 

South Shields.—TC expects to commence work in 
July on £90,000 scheme for extending Town Hall. 
Plans by Boro’ E. QS: F. M. Owsnett, 8, Bedford- 
st.. Sunderland. No tenders yet obtained. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Sketch plans approved for out- 
patients’ department at Stockton Children’s Hospital, 
for Newcastle Regional Hospital Board. 

Stockton-en-Tees.—Boro’ E. to prepare scheme for 
development of 65 acres of land at Portrack for 
industrial purposes.—Sketch plans by Boro’ A. for 
proposed Roseworth sec. mod. sch. submitted to 
MofE.—TC is planning reconstruction of No. I 
warehouse on Stockton Corporation Quay at cost 
of about £60,000. Plans by the Boro’ 

Stretford.—_BC propose the construction of the 
second instalment of new Highways Depot, £25,000 
est. 


to Public 
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Tynemouth.—EC obtaining tenders for building 
sec. mod. sch. for 800 pupils in Billy Mill-la. and 
additions to open-air sch. at The Chase, North 
Shields. Boro’ E. 

Walsall.—EC to invite tenders for proposed Blox- 
wich comprehensive sch. 

West Hartlepool.—TC to let contract for erection 
of about 80 houses.—Boro’ A. to prepare plans for 
20 flatlets for old people—R. H. Duns, Lambton 
House, Lambton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne, appointed 
QS for proposed new fire station.—C. M. Yuill, Ltd., 
bidrs. and contrs., Villiers-st., West Hartlepool, plan 
erection of 102 houses in Kingsley-ave.—Taylor & 
Evans, Ltd., bldrs., Elwick-rd., West Hartlepool, 
to build houses and bungalows at Gillpark-gr. and 
Glaisdale-gr.—South Durham Steel and Iron Co., 
Ltd., to build sinter plant at Longhill. 

West Lancs.—RDC to negotiate tenders for 60 
dwellings at Moorhey-rd., Maghull, 8 at Highsands- 
ave., Rufford, 10 at Church-rd., Bickerstaffe, and 14 
at Chapel-la., Hesketh Bank.—To prepare schemes 
for advanced preparation of housing sites at Hillock- 
la., Scarisbrick, Hoole-la., Banks, Edge-la., Thorn- 
ton, and Moorhey-rd., Maghull. , 

Westbury.—UDC to invite tenders for 39 dwellings 
to re-house hutment tenants. Council A. ; 

Workington.—Newcastle-on-Tyne Regional Hospital 
Board proposes maternity unit at Mason-st. and 
Annie Pit-la. A: J. Saul (L), John-st., Workington. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

@ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 
ments. 


Altrincham.—New College of Further Education for 


Cheshire CC: *C. Cornes & Sons, Lichfield-st., 
Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. ; 
Arnold.—Six shops and maisonettes at Oxclose 


estate for UDC: *A. Mason (Contractor), Ltd., Kirk- 
land-ave., Sutton-rd., Mansfield, £23,695. 

Barnes.—Alteration works and additions to com- 
plete three lock-up shops at Mortlake High-st., for 
TC. Boro’ E&S: W. R. Shepherd, FRICS, AMICE, 
Municipal Offices. QS: Pritchard, Williams & Hunt: 
*C. Graham Smith (Bldrs.), Ltd., 4, Porchester- 
place, W2, £3,857. ae 

Barrow-in-Furness.—Modernisation and reconstruc- 
tion of Barrow station, for British Railways (London 
Midland Region): *E. Wood & Sons, Ltd., Park-st., 
Derby, £133,000. . , 

Billingham-on-Tees.—50 ‘‘ No Fines’’ houses at 
Roseberry-rd. estate for UDC. S: J. H. Shepherd: 
*George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Orchard House, New- 
castle-on-Tyne, £67,808. : 

Birtley, Durham.—Crematorium for PC. A: Arthur 
& Kirkup (L), 13, Swinburne-st., Gatesnead: *Arthur 
Ramage, 351, Old Durham-rd., Gateshead, £14,000 
(subject to Ministry sanctioning loan). 

Bridgwater.—70 houses at Sydenham estate for BC. 
Contract No. 32. Boro’ A: J. D. Blacklock (A), Town 
Hall.: *J. Standerwick & Sons, Ltd., Taunton-rd., 
Bridgwater, £94,874 (subject to Ministry approval). 

Chatham.—280 flats and 276 houses as married 
quarters for ratings at Dargets Wood, Walderslade, 
for Admiralty: *F. Parham, Ltd., Pier-rd., Gilling- 
ham, £1 million. , : : 

Chesterfiddd.—Rebuilding of Victory Works, New- 
bold-rd., for Watertight Fittings, Ltd.: *Thacket & 
Lilleker, Union Walk. : st 

Coventry.—Research laboratory and link building, 
for H. Ferguson Research, Ltd. Constg. Engrs.: 
W. S. Atkins & Ptnrs., Frederick-rd., Edgbaston, 
Birmingham: *Turriff Construction Corpn., Ltd., 
Budbrooke-rd., Warwick. 

Coventry.—Further extensions to sewage works, 
alterations to filter beds and supply channels at Fin- 
ham sewage works, for City C. City E: G. Berry, 
MICE, MIMunE., Council House, Coventry: *Turriff 
Construction Corpn., Ltd., Budbrooke-rd., Warwick. 

Dorham.—Proposed Trimdon Village Infts.’ Sch. 
for CC. County A: *G. M. Pearson & Son, Front- 
st., Hetton, Co. Durham, £25,641. 


Felling.—130 ‘‘ No Fines’’ houses at Leam-la. 
estate for UDC. *Geo. Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 
Orchard House, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Felling (Durham).—Construction of roads and 


sewers at Leam-la. estate for UDC. S: H. Fawcett: 
‘Direct labour, £105,872. 

Glasgow.—New buildiings, for Yarrow & Co., Ltd., 
shipbuilders, South-st. Works, Scotstoun: *Clyde 
Structural Iron Co., Ltd., South-st., Scotstoun. 

Greenock.—160 houses in four-storey and 48 houses 
in two-storey buildings at selected sites. Burgh A: 
*Weir Housing Corpn., Ltd., Calder-st., Mossend, 
Coatbridge. 

Greenock.—New scheme of 30 houses at Lyle 
Hill housing site. Burgh A. QS: William Fife, Ger- 
rard & Paton, F/FSI, High-st., Greenock: tMac- 
taggart & Mickle, Ltd., 107, West Regent-st., Glas- 
gow, C2. 

Greenwich.—12 houses at Merriman-rd. for MBC. 
Boro’ E&S. Harold & Bertram, Ltd., £29,967; 
Henry Kent (Bldrs.), Ltd., £27.935: tHawker-Smith, 
Ltd., 1, West-st., Erith, Kent, £26,273. F 

Highgate.—Block of flats at West Hill for Soviet 
Trade Delegation. A: Eric Lyons (F): *Leslie Bilsby, 
Ltd., 2, Finchley-rd., NW8, £80,000. 

Ipswich.—Five-storey block of office premises with 
frontages to Princes-st. and Elm-st. for Armitage 
Property Investment Co., Ltd. A: Porte & Ptnrs. 
(L/A), 16, Devonshire-sq., EC2. QS: Clark & 
Geering, FIAF, ARICS. *Rogers Bros., Ltd., Felix- 
stowe, £380,000 (approx.). 


THE BUILDER 


Kendal.—68 houses at Hall Garth estate for TC: 
*W. H. Ainsworth & Co., £94,611. 

Leicester.—Reinforced concrete basement and work 
to ground level for new telephone exchange, Wharf- 
st., Leicester, for M of W. Senior A: J. Heald (A): 
*Turriff Construction Corpn., Ltd., Budbrooke-rd., 
Warwick. 

€London (British Railways).—Contracts placed by 
Eastern Region: *Eagre Construction Co., Ltd., East 
Common-la., Scunthorpe, Lincs, renewal of drainage 
and blanketing of permanent way between Finning- 
ley and Doncaster. *The Cementation Co., Ltd., 
Bentley Works, Doncaster, guniting repairs at New 
Holland pier. *Stewart Maggs, Ltd., 41/45, Victoria- 
st., Doncaster, installation of electric lighting at 
Normanby Park. *W. T. Henley’s Telegraph Works 
Co., Ltd., 51/53, Hatton-garden, EC1, installation of 
signalling cables between Ramsden Bellhouse and 
Prittlewell. *R. Ridd & Son (Contrs.), Ltd., 153, 
Billett-la., Hornchurch, Essex, cleaning and painting 
of engine sheds, workshops, offices and corridors, 
toilets, stores, messrooms and kitchens at King’s 
Cross motive power depot, and of station buildings, 
warehouses, signal boxes, point rodding and signals 
at Seven Kings, Goodmayes and Chadwell Heath 
stations. *Tersons, Ltd., 4, Dollis-pk., N3, main- 
tenance and renewal of permanent way in the Strat- 
ford district. *Spanner Boilers, Ltd., 258, Brixton 
Hill, SW2, supply, delivery and erection of one hori- 
zontal shell wet back boiler at Stratford (Thornton 
Fields) carriage sidings, and of two~ horizontal shell 
boilers at Gidea Park sponge cloth laundry and sheet 
factory. *Charles R. Price, Barnsley-rd., Doncaster, 
reconstruction of superstructure of Lambley-la. over- 
bridge No. 17 between Gedling and  Daybrook. 
*Dorman Long (Bridge and Engineering), Ltd., 38/40, 
Bute-st., Luton, Beds, reconstruction of superstructure 
of underline bridge No. 910 over Ballingdon-st. be- 
tween Sudbury and Long Melford. *Thomas Robin- 
son & Son, Ltd., Railway Works, Rochdale, supply 
and delivery of two incising machines for Lowestoft 
sleeper depot. 

London (MoW).—Contracts placed in week ended 
January 14:—Gloucestershire: M/H. Frenchay Hos- 
pital, Bristol, forming burns dressing-room, etc., 
*Stone & Co. (Bristol), Ltd., 140, Redland-rd., 
Bristol 6. Hampshire: Post Office, Christchurch-rd., 
Boscombe, extension to public office, *J. Carter & 
Sons, West-rd... Boscombe East, Bournemouth. 
Herefordshire: M/Supply Depot, Rotherwas, recon- 
struction of building 426A, *F. H. Dale, Leominster, 
Herefordshire. Lanarkshire: Stonyhurst-st., Possil- 
park, Glasgow, erection of BPO, *Findlay & 
McGeechan, 1097, Tollcross-rd., Glasgow,  E2. 
Lancashire: GPO Engrg. Depot, Collins-rd., Bamber 
Bridge, internal decorations, *R. Park & Sons, 2, 
Fox-st., Preston. London: Customs & Excise, No. 2, 
East India Dock, extension of Ist Floor, *H. C. 
Horswill, Ltd., 128, Green-st., Forest Gate, E7. 
Sussex: Portslade ATE, Leicester Villas, Hove, exten- 
sion, *W. Godsmark, 3A, Brunswick-rd., Shoreham- 
by-Sea. Yorkshire: GTC, Handsworth-rd., Sheffield, 
alterations and adaptations, *W. Memory & Sons, 
Ltd., Park-dr., Swallownest, nr. Sheffield. Safety in 
Mines Research Eestablishment, Portobello-st., 
Sheffield, adaptations, Phases 1 & 2, *R. S. Hutchin- 
son, Ltd., 430, London-rd., Sheffield, 2. 

London (War Dept).—Works contracts placed in 
week ended January 14:—Brecknockshire: Installation 
of cattle grids. *C. Price & Son, Ltd., Abergavenny. 
Cheshire: Installation of mechanical stokers, *Joshua 
Bigwood & Son, Ltd., Warrington. Hampshire: 
Roofing work, *Bitumen Industries (Contrs.), Ltd., 


Slough; Water supply, *George Stow & Co., Ltd., 
Slough; Fencing work, *Supreme Fencing, Ltd., 
Watford. Herefordshire: Building work, *Wm. 


Bowers & Co. (Hereford), Ltd., Hereford. Middlesex. 
Electrical installation, *W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., 
Kingston-on-Thames. Norfolk: Hutting, *H. Bullen 
& Son, Ltd., Cromer; Road work, *May, Gurney & 
Co., Ltd.. Norwich. Nottinghamshire: Miscellaneous, 
*W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, Ltd., Nottingham. 
Shropshire: Installation of water mains, . ee 
Jeavons & Co., Ltd.. Tipton. Surrey: Building work, 
*William Blood, Ltd., London, SE11. — Yorkshire: 
Miscellaneous, *Stepney (Contrs.), Ltd., Beverley. 

Maidenhead.—Erection of factory, warehouse and 
offices, for the Berks, Bucks and Oxon Trading Co., 
Ltd. A: Eric G. V. Hives (L), 3, Cork-st., Reading: 
*J. M. Jones & Sons, Ltd., Highway Works, Maiden- 
head. 

Maidenhead.—Private chapel for Trustees of Con- 
vent of the Nativity. A: John E. Sterrett & Ptnr. 
(A/A), Callis Court, Ryarsh, Kent. OS: L.. C. 
Roberts, FRICS, 92, Avenue-chbrs., Vernon-pl., 
Southampton-row, WCI: *J. M. Jones & Sons, Ltd., 
Highway Works, Maidenhead, £20,059. 

Newport, Mon.—Foundation works, r-c_ tanks, 
drainage, etc., for new plants at Monsanto Chemicals, 
Ltd. Chief Eng.: O. W. Murray: *Turriff Construc- 
tion Corpn., Ltd., Budbrooke-rd., Warwick. 

Nuneaton.—Branch store premises at Smorrall-la., 
Bedworth, for Nuneaton Co-operative Society, Ltd.: 
*W. D. Randall (Hartshill), Ltd., £12,577. 

Scottish Special Housing Assn., Ltd.—Contracts 
placed from November 23 to December 21, 1955:— 


House erection: Telford-rd., Edinburgh, 256/N/F: 
*W. G. Watt. 57. High-st., Loanhead, boundary 
fencing. Toryglen, Glasgow, 128 N/F flats: *Barony 
Constr. Co. (Glasgow), Ltd., 46, Grafton-st., Glas- 
gow, Cl, balustrading to staircases and balconies. 
Cairnhill, New Cumnock, 32 Miller; *S.S.E. Board, 
PO Box 14, Kilmarnock, electrical work. Cantick 
Head, Orkney, I Trad.: *H. J. Harvey, Orkadale, 
Stromness, all trades. _Newbattle, Midlothian, 116 


N/F: *T. P. Marwick & Co., Sighthill Estate, Edin- 
burgh, handrails. Abbots Seat. Kelso, 104 Miller; 
*J. W. Macfarlane. Hunters Hall, Kelso, fencing. 
Arden, Glasgow: *Hay & Anderson, 33, Innerwood, 


January 27 1956 


Kilwinning, boundary fencing. Shawwood, Catrine, 4% 
Trad.—Mains-rd., Beith, 72 Stuart—Borestone, Stiri} 

74 Trad.: *Barony Constr. Co., Ltd., 46, Graftong” 
Glasgow, Cl, handrails. Park Farm, Port Glasgow. 
50 Blackburn—Branchton, Greenock, 208 Weir: 
*Scottish Gas Board, Inchgreen Gas Works, Green. 
ock, gas services. Branchton, Greenock, 156 Black. 
burn: *Scottish Gas Board, Inchgreen Gas Works, 
Greenock, gas services. Park Farm, Port Glaseow’ 
46 Unitroy: *Barony Constr. Co., Ltd., 46, Grafton: 
st., Glasgow. Cl, handrails. Kirkhall, Ardrossan 40 
Miller—Craigens, Cumnock, 66 (type not known): 
*SSE Board, Kilmarnock, electrical work. Newbattle 
New Community, Midlothian, 15 shops and 12 flats: 
*W. G. Walker & Sons, Duff-st., Edinburgh, asphalt 
Posthill, Sauchie, 100 Miller: *James Miller & Ptnrs. 
18, George-st., Edinburgh, background heating etc, 
Newbattle N.C., Midlothian, 9 shops and 8 houses: 
*Johnston & Clelland, 52, High-st., Musselburgh, 
brickwork, etc. Greenlea, Annan, 110 Trad., *Brown 





Fraser & Co., Ltd., Annan, roof-tiling, etc. Tory. 
glen, Glasgow, 128 N/F flats (7th Dev.): *SSE Board 
157, Almada-st., Hamilton, electrical work. Mid. 


calder, W. Lothian, 20 N/F: *James Strang, 48 
Bellevue, Polmont, fencing. Mains of Fintry, Dun. 
dee, 126 N/F flats: *Barnet & Morton, Ltd., 196 
High-st. Kirkcaldy, garden fencing. : 
Port Glasgow, 50 Blackburn, Mark X: 
(Dumbarton), Ltd., Castle-rd., all trades. 
lington, 12 Trad.; Mauchline, 10 Trad.: *J, N 
McIntosh, 34, Bellrock-ave., Prestwick, electric cooker 
circuits. Park Farm, Port Glasgow, 50 Blackburn: 
*SSE Board, Glasgow, electrical work. Borestone, 
Stirling, 90 N/F: *Scottish Gas Board, Stirling, gas. 
Newbattle, Midlothian, 9 shops, 8 houses (Trad.): 
*Seton Construction Co., Ltd., 6, Viewforth, Port 
Seton, joinery, Newbattle, Midlothian, 9 shops 8 
houses (Trad.): *City Glass Co., 18/20, Cowgate 
Edinburgh, glazing; *L. Gray & Co., 153, North 
High-st., Musselburgh, plumbing; *Peter Kelly & 
Sons, Ltd., 33, Brunswick-rd., Edinburgh, 7, plastering; 
*Geo. Riddell, Ltd., Roseburn-st., Edinburgh, roof 
tiling and roughcasting; *Seton Construction Co., 
Port Seton, painting; *Boyne, Smith & Wyllie, 22, 
Nelson-st., Edinburgh, electrical work.—{1) | Site 
Servicing: Post Hill, Sauchie, 258 various, 2nd stage: 
Mitchell Drive, Rutherglen, 58 Trad., additional site 
works; Crombie, Fifeshire, 50 Unitroy, 2nd Stage: 
*Direct labour. (2) House erection: Niddrie Mill, 
Edinburgh, 210 N/F flats, all trades—Cadder-rd., 
Glasgow, 280 N/F flats, screen walls—Wester Corn. 
ton, Stirling, 92 Weir Quality, replacement of chim- 
ney boxes with copes and cans: *Direct labour. 
Maintenance: Watling-st., Motherwell, 83 Weir 
Quality—New Stevenston (34), Newarthill (51), Coat- 
bridge (78), Airdrie (32), Lanarkshire, Weir Quality: 
*T. & A. C. Kerr, 38, Beaton-st., Larkhall, provi- 
sion of concrete copes and fireclay cans. Currie, 
Midlothian, 88 Dunedin: *Arch. Marshall, Kirknew- 
ton, fencing repairs. Miscelllaneous: Palmerston-pl., 
Edinburgh (Head Office): *Geo. Rae & Co., Ltd., 4. 
Gayfield-sq., Edinburgh, removal of balcony railings. 

Stevenage.—Concrete roads and drainage for 
Stevenage Development Corporation. Chief Eng.: 
G. Hardy, Aston House, nr. Stevenage, Herts: 
*Turriff Construction Corpn., Ltd., Budbrooke-rd., 
Warwick. 

Stirlingshire—New houses at Greenrigg housing 
site, Falkirk: *Duncan Stewart & Co. (Bonnybridge), 
Ltd., Bonnybridge. 

Stockport.—Phase 11 of Offerton Sec. Mod. Sch. 
for EC: *Albert McLellan, Ltd., £41,263. 

Tynemouth.—54 flats and maisonettes in five-storey 
blocks as first stage of redevelopment scheme at East 
End, North Shields, for CBC. Consultant A: C. H. 
Holden, D.Lit., RDI, MTPI(F). A: A. R. Tasker & 
Austin Child (F), 25, New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne: *Leslie & Co., Ltd., Darlington, £139,062. 

Wakefield.—New shop premises at Kirkgate for 
Montague Burton, Ltd.: *Nicholson Harlow & Co., 
Ltd., Lawefield-la. 

Walthamstow.—12 flats at junction of Lea Bridge- 
rd.,/Shernhall-st., *P. G. Evans & Son, Ltd., 361 
Higham Hill-rd., E17, £21,445. 


54 flats at 23/73, 


Vallentin-rd., 13, Back-rd. and land adjoining, and 
21/25, Back-rd. and land adjoining, *Seivad, Ltd., 
102, High-st., Buckhurst Hill, Essex, £93,983. 


Wellington, Salop.—New office and administration 
block for J. Sankey & Sons, Ltd., Hadley Castle 
Works. A: Howard C. Crane & Ptnrs., 7, Bucking- 
ham-gate, SWI. QS: G. C. Speidel & Ptnrs., 16, 
Clifford-st., Wil: *Turriff Construction Corpn., Ltd.. 
Budbrooke-rd., Warwick. 

Wolverhampton.—Cooling tower tank, foundation 
works, clarifier tanks, etc., for Goodyear Tyre & 
Rubber Co.( GB), Ltd. Constg. engrs.: R. T. James 
& Ptnrs., 6, Lr. Grosvenor-pl., SW1: *Turriff Con- 
struction Corpn., Ltd., Budbrooke-rd., Warwick. 


Housing Estimates Reduced 


When Liverpool City Council framed 
their housing estimates at the beginning of 
the financial year they contemplated schemes 
involving a capital expenditure of £6,249,000. 
It is now estimated that the cost of the 
schemes it has been possible to promote 
will be about £4,760,000. For the next 


financial year, beginning on April 1, pro- 
vision is being made for an expenditure on 
capital works of approximately £5,100,000. 
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